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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1936 
REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 
To the Fellows and Members: 

The Council desires here to record its deep sense of loss 
in the deaths within the year of Dr. Arthur B. Duel and 
Dr. Harlow Brooks, both of whom served long terms on 
the Council. Resolutions expressing the appreciation of 
the Academy for the services rendered by them have ap- 
peared in other numbers of the Bulletin. 

In presenting this report it is well to point out that the 
activities of the Academy are made effective by the de- 
partmental committees which are either elected by the 
Academy or appointed by the President with the approval 
of the Council. These are the Committee on Library, the 
Committee on Public Health Relations, the Committee on 
Medical Education and the Medical Information Bureau. 
By a special arrangement with the Medical Society of the 
County of New York, that society has representation on 
the latter; the Bureau therefore under certain restrictions 
may speak for both the Academy and the County Society. 
It is the duty of the Council to prescribe the scope of the 
activities belonging to each and to pass upon the carry- 
ing out of undertakings proposed by them. The Council 
also conducts the administration as a whole, being the 
supreme authority under the Constitution and By-Laws of 
the Academy, as adopted by the membership. The Council 
is only limited in the exercise of its wishes by the neces- 
sity of having all recommendations requiring expenditure 
of Academy funds approved by the Board of Trustees which 
has sole authority in all fiscal matters. 
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Recent reports of the Council and the Board of Trustees 
have repeatedly called attention te the fact that the finan- 
cial resources of the Academy have barely been sufficient 
to meet the necessary expenses. For several years the 
budget, as adopted by the Trustees on the recommendation 
of the Council, has shown a substantial deficit at the begin- 
ning of the year. Through the efforts of the officers of the 
Academy, these deficits have been met by very generous 
and substantial contributions from a handful of friends 
of the Academy to whom the Council desires at this time 
to express its especial appreciation.* The difficulties, of 
course, were aggravated during the years of the depression, 
when the Academy’s earnings on its fixed capital were 
very materially reduced, but we are now able to report 
that because of the increased earning power of invested 
capital and an increase in endowment, our annual income 
is again approaching its maximum. During the years of 
depression, however, the growth of the Academy which 
began when we took possession of our new building in 
1926 was not lessened and the governing bodies have felt 
that added demands of this growth should not be neglected. 
As a result of these factors the budget as adopted for the 
year 1937 is out of balance by approximately $30,000. 
While economies and sources of income now uncertain 
may reduce this by a considerable amount, it is neverthe- 
less obvious that such a situation is highly unsatisfactory 
and one that calls for correction. The Council and the 
Trustees during the current year have reviewed our posi- 
tion very carefully with the result that these two bodies 
have authorized the organization of a fund-raising cam- 
paign and the necessary committees for this purpose were 
duly appointed and began operation during 1936. As a 
first step, a very careful analysis of all activities of the 
Academy was made by special committees appointed for 
the purpose. Reports of these committees show conclu- 
sively that there is a constantly increasing demand upon 
the Academy for service both to its membership and to 


* See Report of Board of Trustees, Gifts and Bequests, page 169. 
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the community. The addresses given by the retiring and 
incoming Presidents at the annual meeting (See March 
1937 Bulletin) show this in an interesting and challeng- 
ing way. Emphasis is placed on the amount of service 
rendered to the general public, which has no clear idea of 
the nature, and no idea at all of the extent of this service. 
At the present time, $35,000 additional annual income is 
required to meet the cost of those Academy activities for 
which the Council feels provision should be made. Giving 
due consideration to the growth that continues uninter- 
ruptedly, this amount must be increased to $50,000 an- 
nually if the work of the Academy is to be maintained 
upon a high plane of efficiency. 


The unpredictable growth of the Library has brought 
about a critical condition much earlier than could have 
been foreseen at the time that the Academy took possession 
of its new building. In 1939, the Library stacks will be 
filled to their maximum working capacity. To erect the 
additional stacks, provision for which was made in the 
construction of the present building, will cost, according 
to present estimates, approximately $300,000 which sum 
may be insufficient if action be delayed and the anticipated 
increase in the cost of building materializes. 


The Council, taking all these factors into consideration, 
is attacking the problem by dividing it into three parts. 
An attempt will be made to get the membership and the 
general public interested in the needs of the Academy, so 
that over a period of years the additional income will be 
available. Special efforts will be made to find the neces- 
sary money to provide for the additional book space in 
the library. A long-period campaign for the purpose of 
gradually building up additional endowment totalling two 
million dollars is to be undertaken. Success in these’ will 
place the Academy on a satisfactory financial basis with 
ability to meet its present and anticipated responsibilities. 
The program by which these ends are to be reached. will 
shortly be presented to each of our Fellows and ‘Members. 
It is the earnest hope of the Council and the Trustees that 
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the consideration which the seriousness of the situation 
justifies will be accorded to it. 

In addition to this major occupation of your governing 
bodies, there came before the Council for consideration a 
large number of administrative problems. 


Executive Secretary to the Committee on 
Medical Education 

The Council reports with regret the retirement of Dr. 
Frederick P. Reynolds from the positions of Medical 
Secretary of the Committee on Medical Education and 
Assistant Secretary to the Academy after a period of 
twelve years service. The Council took occasion te spread 
upon its minutes a resolution expressing its deep apprecia- 
tion of the service rendered by Dr. Reynolds, as follows: 

“Dr. Frederick P. Reynolds has served The New York 
Academy of Medicine continuously from April 1924 through 
December 1936 as Secretary of the Committee on Medical 
Education and as Assistant Secretary of the Academy. 
During the ten year period 1926-35 when the Bulletin of 
the Academy was under the direction of the Committee 
on Medical Education, Dr. Reynolds assumed many of the 
responsibilities of Editor of the Bulletin. In the perform- 
ance of these diverse duties, Dr. Reynolds has unfailingly 
rendered service of an outstanding character. His en- 
thusiasm has been a constant inspiration to all the mem- 
bers of the Committee which he has served. No suggestion 
for an increased influence of the Academy in the educa- 
tional field has ever failed to elicit Dr. Reynolds’ enthusias- 
tic support. His accomplishment in these twelve years 
of loyal and faithful service is reflected in the extraor- 
dinary growth and development of the Academy during 
this period especially in the vastly increased service to the 
medical profession and to this community in the field of 
continued instruction to the graduate physician.” 

The Academy is to be congratulated in securing as Dr. 
Reynolds’ successor Dr. Mahlon Ashford, United States 
Army Medical Service, retired. Dr. Ashford’s training 
has, in many respects, been similar to that of Dr. Reynolds, 
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and has included a very considerable experience in the 
problems of medical education. 


Joseph Collins Lectureship 


It is with satisfaction that the Council announces the in- 
auguration of the Joseph Collins Lectures, made possible 
through the generosity of one of our Fellows, Dr. Joseph 
Collins, who brought the subject to the attention of the 
Council through our former President, Dr. Bernard Sachs. 
Dr. Collins placed at the disposal of the Academy a sum 
sufficient to procure a lecturer of outstanding merit to 
deliver a series of lectures at the Academy during the year 
1937 on some subject identified with neurology and psychi- 
atry. A special committee was appointed to confer with Dr. 
Collins in procuring a lecturer and determining the sub- 
ject matter to be presented. As the result of several meet- 
ings of this committee of which Dr. Sachs was Chairman, 
Dr. Charles R. Stockard, Professor of Anatomy at Cornell 
University Medical College, was chosen as the first lec- 
turer, the subject being “The Interaction Between Internal 
Secretions and the Nervous System”. The agreement 
arrived at provides only for two lectures to be given in 
1937, but as specified by Dr. Collins when making the grant, 
these lectures with a complete record of the underlying 
studies will be published in a special volume immediately 
after their presentation at the Academy. There is 
reason to believe that if the undertaking proves to be 
mutually satisfactory provision will be made for the lect- 
ures aS a permanency. If a permanent fund be set up, 
the use of the income may be less restricted and applied to 
some other purpose at the discretion of the Council within 
the terms of the gift. 


Academy Bulletin 


The policy governing the publication of an Academy 
Bulletin has been given serious consideration by the 
Council, the Committee on Medical Education, and special 
committees appointed for the purpose over a period of 
years. The result indicates that there is more than a 
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little dissatisfaction with the Academy Bulletin as here- 
tofore conducted. Sporadic attempts have been made to 
place the Bulletin on a desirable level among medical pub- 
lications but these have died without result largely be- 
cause of the lack of available funds. During the year, the 
matter again received intensive study and the opinion 
was general that The New York Academy of Medicine 
should be represented by a publication much more im- 
pressive and dignified than that which has hitherto 
appeared. 


To effect the desired end a specially chosen Editorial 
Board was appointed by the Council to report directly to 
the Council, instead of the Committee on Medical Educa- 
tion. Rather than attempt a complete change of the 
Bulletin, both in format and content, the Editorial Board 
has accepted a policy of slow growth toward the desired 
objective of placing the Bulletin in a position of major 
importance in the field of medical journals. An arrange- 
ment has been made with the Harvey Society whereby 
the papers presented at its meetings may appear in the 
Bulletin. Papers read before the Sections are to be con- 
sidered for publication either in full or in abstract. A 
general policy was adopted concerning advertisements 
to appear in the Bulletin. This policy prescribes that no 
article of therapeutic use shall be advertised in the Bul- 
letin unless it has been accepted by the Council on Phar- 
macy and Chemistry or the Council on Physical Therapy 
of the American Medical Association. While this restric- 
tion very seriously affects the income from advertising, 
there is no escape from it if the Academy is successfully 
to carry forward its campaign of opposition to misleading 
and undesirable advertising in the general field of medicine. 


Dr. Ashford, Executive Secretary of the Committee on 
Medical Education, has kindly consented to act as the 
Editor of the Bulletin in addition to his other responsibil- 
ities. It is recognized that if our hopes are realized, this 
can only be a temporary arrangement and that ultimately 
provision will have to be made for an editorial staff to 
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carry at least a part of this burden. The Editor serves 
under the Editorial Board, the present personnel of which 
is Dr. Jerome P. Webster, Chairman, Drs. Alfred E. Cohn, 
Eugene F. DuBois, Robert F. Loeb, H. B. Logie, Archi- 
bald Malloch, Karl Vogel and Mahlon Ashford, Secretary. 


Medical Society of the County of New York 


The fact that the Medical Society of the County of New 
York has maintained its offices in the Academy building 
has made it possible for the Academy and this Society to 
cooperate in a way that otherwise would have been im- 
possible. The officers of both of these organizations have 
long felt the need of a complete understanding between 
them as many of the problems to be met are of common 
interest. Heretofore, there had existed no formal agree- 
ment by which such a policy of cooperation was easily 
executed. The Council recognized this situation and after 
negotiation an agreement was reached whereby before any 
action affecting the general medical profession was taken 
by the Academy, a consultation might be arranged either 
with the President of one of the five County Medical 
Societies of the city or, if the matter affects the entire city, 
with the Coordinating Council of the five County Societies. 
This arrangement has proved more than helpful and has 
already demonstrated its value in connection with revi- 
sion of the city charter, the establishing of health centers 
by the Department of Health and in presenting a united 
front toward various projected policies of governmental 
bodies. It was also particularly useful in the creation of 
a Medical Advisory Committee to the Emergency Relief 
Bureau of the City and to the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration, the function of which was to give advice to the 
medical and nursing service. The combined influence of 
the Academy and the County Societies was sufficient to 
bring into operation a type of medical and “— service 
which has proved not only effective for the !sick on the 
relief rolls but very satisfactory to the physicians who 
have done the actual work. 





160 BULLETIN of THE NEW YORK ACADEMY of MEDICINE 


Other Associated Activities 

From time to time the Council, on the recommendation 
of some one of its departmental committees, authorizes the 
procuring of funds for special studies to be carried on 
either directly under the supervision of the Academy or 
independently by special bodies organized for the purpose. 
Of these a number reported on below have been especially 
active during the year under review. 


Committee on Medical Jurisprudence 


Judge Benjamin Cardozo delivered the Anniversary 
Discourse in 1928 on the subject “What Medicine Can Do 
For Law”. This address so definitely pointed out serious 
defects in medical jurisprudence that The New York 
Academy of Medicine in conjunction with the Bar Associa- 
tion of New York, appointed a joint Committee on Medical 
Jurisprudence. That Committee has been actively at work 
ever since, though the greater part of the burden has fallen 
upon the Academy members of the Committee, and the 
completion of our aims was almost entirely due to their 
efforts. Reports of their endeavors and accomplishments 
have appeared from time to time in our annual reports, 
but it is only within the year that the full benefit of their 
work can be appreciated. In 1933, under the title “To 
amend the Code of Criminal Procedure in relation to the 
employment of experts in a criminal case when the defend- 
ant is not financially able to employ an expert” and under 
the title “To amend the Code of Criminal Procedure in 
relation to the proceedings when a person in confinement 
appears to be insane or a mental defective”, there were en- 
acted amendments to Sections 308 and 836 respectively. 
There was included in the latter amendment a specific 
clause relating to “qualified psychiatrists”, though this 
term had not as yet been defined legally. The possibilities 
inherent in this inclusion led to intensive work on the 
part of the Committee and in 1936 two bills which will 
have an important bearing upon the administration of 
criminal law in New York State passed the Legislature 
and received the signature of the Governor. Section 658 
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of the Code of Criminal Procedure was amended “In 
Relation to the inquiry into the mental condition of a 
defendant before or during trial, or before sentence”. An 
amendment to Section 27 of the Mental Hygiene Law pro- 
viding for the certification of qualified psychiatrists was 
also passed. The New York Sun on May 6, 1936 com- 
mented upon this accomplishment in the following way: 


“Governor Lehman approved today two bills of 
Assemblyman James R. Robinson, Republican, of 
Tompkins, remedying evils in the system of appoint- 
ing lunacy commissions. 

“These two measures,” said the Governor, “seek 
to remedy evils which have existed for a long time in 
connection with the appointment of lunacy commis- 
sions by the courts for the examination of defendants 
charged with crime, whose sanity is put in question. 


“The first of these two bills establishes a board of 
psychiatric examiners to grant certificates to qualified 
psychiatrists. The other bill gives to the court, on 
its own motion or motion by either the people or the 
defendant, the power to appoint a lunacy commission 
at any time before final judgment. At least one mem- 
ber of such a commission must be a qualified psychia- 
trist as defined in the first of these two bills. Here- 
after a person under indictment who may be suffer- 
ing from a mental disorder will have the benefit of 
the knowledge and experience of a specialist. The 
bill also fixes a maximum compensation for each of 
the members of the commission and thereby puts an 
end to the payment of any excessively high fees. 


“The enactment into law of these two bills is a 
successful culmination of years of great effort on the 
part of many persons such as Dr. Israel Strauss, Chair- 
man of The Committee on Medical Jurisprudence of 
the New York Academy of Medicine, and Mr. E. R. 
Cass, Secretary of the Prison Association of New 
York and member of the State Correction Commission. 
The bills have been strongly supported by the State 
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Medical Society, the New York Academy of Medicine, 

the State Charities Aid Association, the Prison Asso- 

ciation of New York, the Brooklyn Bureau of Charities 

and the New York County Lawyers’ Association”. 
As pointed out by the New York Sun, these very desirable 
results were only brought about by the insistent and de- 
voted work of Dr. Israel Strauss, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Medical Jurisprudence of The New York 
Academy of Medicine, and Mr. E. R. Cass, Secretary of 
the Prison Association of New York and a member of the 
State Correction Commission. These men showed a per- 
sistence of effort against a difficult opposition which the 
Council takes pleasure in commending. 

With the permission of the Carnegie Corporation, which 
contributed the necessary funds to finance the Committee 
on Medical Jurisprudence throughout its existence, a 
sufficient sum was allocated from the funds in hand to 
make a thorough investigation of sterilization laws 
throughout the country. This work was carried out under 
the Chairmanship of Dr. Abraham Myerson of Boston with 
a committee named by the American Neurological Asso- 
ciation. The Carnegie Corporation further permitted the 
necessary allocation of funds to provide for the publication 
of this report by the Macmillan Company under the title 
“Eugenical Sterilization” and this book is now on the 
market. 


Nomenclature 

The National Conference on Nomenclature, organized 
on the recommendation of the Committee on Public Health 
Relations is completing its seventh year of work. The 
“Standard Classified Nomenclature of Disease” is now in 
use by approximately 300 hospitals including 40 hospitals 
associated with university medical schools. Slowly, but 
surely, it is taking its place as the official nomenclature of 
the United States. The significance of this cannot be over- 
stated. This Conference under the Presidency of Dr. 
Haven Emerson with Dr. George Baehr as Chairman of 
the Executive Committee and Dr. H. B. Logie as Executive 





REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 163 
Secretary is entitled to unstinted praise and commendation 
for the work accomplished. The Commonwealth Fund 
through continued support has supplied the major part of 
very considerable sums of money necessary for this ac- 
complishment. The Carnegie Corporation, the Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Co. and the Rockefeller Foundation 
have also aided in the undertaking. Efforts are now being 
made to transfer the work of the Conference to one of the 
national clinical organizations because if the full fruition 
of a national nomenclature is to be attained, it must be 
fostered by the clinicians who will use it in their hospital 
and private practice. It is not easy to overstate the great 
good that will result in medical thought, medical teaching 
and medical practice from the national adoption of a 
standard nomenclature based upon such philosophical 
considerations as is this volume. 


Study of Internships 

The Council, upon the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee on Medical Education approved of the obtaining of 
funds for the purpose of an intensive study of the educa- 
tional value of residencies and internships in the metro- 
politan hospitals. Again, the Commonwealth Fund came 
to our assistance and contributed the necessary amount 
to make this study effective. The New York Committee 
on the Study of Hospital Internships and Residencies was 
established in 1934 by representatives of the university 
medical schools and the Academy with Dr. John Wyckoff 
as Chairman and Dr. J. A. Curran as its Executive Secre- 
tary. The study is approaching its completion and within 
the year the final report will appear in book form. While 
the Academy has only been partly responsible for the 
actual accomplishment of this very desirable result, it was 
upon its initiative that the work was begun and the Council 
points out with satisfaction this additional example of 
the leadership which the Academy endeavors to maintain. 


Forensic Medicine 
It is too early yet to report upon the attempt to estab- 
lish an Institute of Forensic Medicine in New York City 
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which was recommended by the Committee on Public 
Health Relations for the consideration of the Council. 
The undertaking is still in the formative stage. While we 
have been disappointed in getting the hoped for financial 
support in full, there is still evidence that the very active 
group of medical college and Academy representatives 
which has devoted much time and effort will advance the 
interests of forensic medicine to a very considerable extent 
during the coming year. 


Academy Medal 

Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Academy 
Medal, the medal was awarded to Dr. Alfred Newton 
Richards, Professor of Pharmacology, University of Penn- 
sylvania, and was presented to him on the occasion of the 
delivery of the Anniversary Discourse. 


Honorary Fellows 


The Committee on Honorary Fellowship recommended 
for election as Honorary Fellows six candidates whose 


names with their titles appear in the membership roster at 
the end of the Annual Report. 


Ceremonial at Stated Meetings 


It is recalled that in 1934, the custom of having the 
officers appear at the Stated Meetings in academic gowns 
was inaugurated. The reaction to this was so favorable 
that the Council determined to go one step further in add- 
ing to the dignity of the meetings by having all candidates 
for diplomas also appear in caps and gowns. This has 
given to the Stated Meetings in January and May, when . 
the diplomas are presented, a university atmosphere which 
also meets with general approval. 

It was believed by the Council that the collation follow- 
ing the Stated Meetings which had been provided for by 
the Loomis Entertainment Fund really served no useful 
purpose and it was therefore voted to discontinue it. The 
income of this fund is now used, as determined by the 
Council, toward the entertainment of distinguished guests 
on the occasion of their appearance before the Academy. 
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In submitting this report, the Council records its great 
appreciation of the work that has been accomplished by 
the Standing and other Committees during the year. These 
activities are fully set forth in the departmental reports and 
speak for themselves. The Council, however, cannot re- 
frain from emphasizing the fact that the service rendered 
to the Academy by those who are so active in this work is 
the mainstay of Academy influence and accomplishment. 
It is no small matter to ask of the Fellows and Members 
of the Academy that they should year after year devote 
hours of hard work toward the carrying out of the Academy 
program. Without exception those who have been asked 
to do this have accepted the invitation with enthusiasm and 
a sense of responsibility which cannot be too highly com- 
mended. In this respect, The New York Academy of 
Medicine is probably a unique institution, and exempli- 
fies to the highest degree the traditional willingness of 
the medical profession to render disinterested service. 


The Council also records with great satisfaction its 


recognition of the fact that the service of the Fellows and 
Members can only be made effective because of the devoted 
effort of our entire staff. The Council desires to record its 
full appreciation of the service thus rendered. 


EUGENE H. Poo, President. 





REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
To THE COUNCIL, FELLOWS AND MEMBERS 


It is with satisfaction that the Board of Trustees reports 
that during the year 1936 they were able, through the 
special efforts of Dr. Samuel W. Lambert, Dr. George 
Baehr and the Director, to secure special contributions to 
fully eliminate the Budget deficit of $20,919.53, which was 
accepted at the beginning of the year as necessary to 
properly conduct the Academy affairs. In fact, in addition 
to this sum $8,000 was available for the very much needed 
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repairs to the building and furniture. While we have not 
yet reached full recovery from the much _ reduced 
income as a result of the general depression, this goal has 
nearly been attained. It has been brought about by taking 
full advantage of the general uptrend and by very close 
attention to the details of investment both in liquid securi- 
ties and bonds and mortgages. The former have been 
serviced as heretofore by the Fiduciary Trust Company 
and, while in most instances the Trustees have accepted 
the recommendation of this company in making transfers 
or new purchases of securities, this has only been done 
after careful scrutiny by the Trustees and the Executive 
Committee. In some instances the Trustees have not felt 
justified in taking what might be considered a specula- 
tive point of view in attaining a temporary advantage. 
The Trustees are not limited by the usual statute require- 
ments in the handling of trust funds but nevertheless have 
adopted a conservative policy in this respect. Only after 
a very careful study of the problem have they authorized 
investments in other than trust fund securities and then 
to the definitely limited amount that has been recognized 
by authorities as justified by the changed conditions in the 
bond and preferred stock group as compared to the equities 
in common stock. The Academy has continued to manage 
our mortgages by its own staff with a very satisfactory 
degree of success. During 1936 our invested funds in 
securities vielded a return of 3.8 per cent, while our mort- 
gages produced an income upon their book value equal to 
5.2 per cent. This result was achieved notwithstanding 
the fact that we have to date been required to take over 
for ownership six properties having a total valuation of ap- 
proximately $91,000 on which wehad guaranteed mortgages 
in the past upon the recommendation of the then highly 
valued advice of the guarantee mortgage companies. An 
analysis of the mortgage situation at the present time in- 
dicates that in the end our total loss in principal from 
these investments will be a very insignificant one and that 
our return in income will not have been materially lessened. 
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While these facts are a cause for congratulation and 
indicate that the fiscal policy of the Academy has been a 
sound one, it does not change the situation insofar as the 
need for additional income is concerned. The Trustees, 
guided by a policy of broadmindedness have for several 
years without exception faced at the beginning of each 
fiscal year a very considerable deficit, the estimated operat- 
ing expenses greatly exceeding anticipated income. This 
has been done because, on the advice of the Council, the 
Trustees have been unwilling to lessen the efficient stand- 
ard of work that the Academy has maintained during its 
entire existence. 


Whenever natural growth has demanded a correspond- 
ing increase in resources, the Academy, guided by the 
Council and Trustees, has courageously faced the situation 
and necessary moneys have been provided. 


At the end of 1936 the estimates of the various depart- 
ments for needed expenditure during the year 1937 again 
show that the total exceeds anticipated income by approxi- 
mately $30,000. The reason for this is that the increasing 
demand on the Academy is little less than astounding, if 
it is to meet the responsibilities and obligations with which 
it is faced. While the Trustees have long recognized the 
undesirability of authorizing expenditures in excess of 
anticipated income, they equally recognize the undesirabil- 
ity of shutting off the service that the Academy is render- 
ing to its membership and the public. Mature judgment 
emphasizes that a situation such as this can only be toler- 
ated as something of an emergency. To end this emergency, 
as has been set forth in the report of the Council, a fund- 
raising campaign has been authorized by both the Council 
and the Trustees, which appears in some detail in that 
report, and, as therein stated, will be presented in detail to 
the membership and the public at an early date. 


It is the hope of the governing bodies of the Academy 
that the public at large can be made to understand the 
great service that the Academy is rendering to the com- 
munity and with this knowledge, will consider it an obliga- 
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tion to support The New York Academy of Medicine in 
the same generous way in which it supports other institu- 
tions which, though of a private nature, are rendering 
public service. 

A reorganization of the operating staff of the building 
took place during the year. This staff was placed under 
Mr. Joseph Finnan, a former employee, as Superintendent. 
This has proved to be very beneficial and there is a notable 
improvement in the appearance of the building and the 
furnishings as well as in the service rendered to those who 
are working in the building. 

The Trustees desire to record herein their true apprecia- 
tion of the splendid cooperation of all members of the staff 
in practising economy and in rendering full service under 
circumstances which are not infrequently very trying and 
difficult. There are times when the Academy is literally 
a bee-hive of activity. To keep this activity running in 
smooth channels is no easy task. It is only accomplished 
because of the loyalty and excellent morale of those who 
work unselfishly for the Academy. 

The 1937 Budget and the details of additions to our 
resources are appended, while the report of the Treasurer 
shows full details of the Academy’s financial position as 
of December 31, 1936. 

The Trustees take this opportunity to express their deep 
appreciation for the gifts and bequests to the Academy 
which are set forth hereafter. 

JAMES ALEXANDER MILLER, Chairman. 





BUDGET 1937 
Budgetary Income 
Investments i ; $131,600.00 
Dues—Members - eer 71,500.00 
Room Assessments 16,200.00 
Contributions ae re 10,000.00 
Bank Interest : ee a 250.00 


Tora < ots or ... $229,550.00 
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Budgetary Expenditures 
Administration Salaries 
= Operative Costs .. 
si Restricted Funds 
Building Operation Salaries ...................0055: , 
ib Operative Costs 
Library Salaries 
“ Operative Costs—Net 
Public Health Salaries 
° “ Operative Costs 
Medical Education Salaries 
‘ sg Operative Costs—Net 
Medical Information Salaries 
i Operative Costs—Net .. 


* $21,000 Income used to reduce Gross Operative Costs 


ALLOCATION OF FELLOWS’ DUES — 1937 


- Building Operation ..... 

. Library 

. Stated Meetings and Membership Bureau 
. Subscriptions to Bulletin 


. $71,500.00 
The following gifts and bequests have been received 
during the year: 
GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 


For Endowment 


Purpose Donor Amount 
Medical Information Bureau Milbank Memorial Fund $50,000.00 
Library Anonymous 
Traveling Expenses Mrs. Jesse Isidor Straus. . 5,000.00 


Tora New EnpowMENT $105,000.00 


For Current Use 


Purpose Donor Amount 
Academy General Purposes Anonymous $10,000.00 
Academy Deficit 1936 ae eeeeees 10,000.00 
" * - ...... 2,500.00 
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Academy Deficit 1936 Anonymous rere er 2,000.00 
7 300.00 
Mrs. Otto Hensel. 100.00 
Dr. Samuel W. Lambert......... 40.00 
Library Staff Mr. & Mrs. Carll Tucker 2,170.00 
(Also pledged for 1938 and 
1939) 
Collins Lectureship Dr. Joseph Collins. . _ . 6,000.00 
Foreign Scholarships Mrs. Alexander Cochran Dawe. 4,000.00 
Preventive Medicine Publica- 
tion Milbank Fund sc 1,750.00 
Sterility Study Carnegie Corporation 1,273.47 
Employees Christmas Fund Fellows and Members (pledged 
$184.00) .. 1,556.50 
Building Fund Fellows and Members..... ... 1,105.00 
Books on Dentistry First District Dental Society 500.00 
Graduate Fortnight 1936 Macy Foundation ..... 500.00 
Library Publications Fund Dr. Logan H. Clendening aia 100.00 
” oi ™ Anonymous .... 100.00 
Rare Books Mrs. Walter G. Ladd. . Rieeos 100.00 
' Mrs. Samuel W. Lambert........ 50.00 
Dr. Eleanor B. Kilham Peal 50.00 
Dr. M. Claudius Warsaw........ 50.00 
Anonymous aaa 50.00 


$44,294.97 


JAMES ALEXANDER MILLER, Chairman. 


ABSTRACT OF TREASURER’S REPORT 


I have the honor to present The New York Academy of 
Medicine Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at Decem- 
ber 31, 1936, as follows: 

Assets 


Cash in Bank and on hand 
Investments: 
*Mortgages $1,076,825.00 
*Stocks (Market $1, 109,966) . ; .. 847,915.51 
*Bonds (Market $833,840) 816,324.24 
Real Estate ' 213,260.26  2,954,325.01 


Accounts Receivable (Fiduciary Trust Co.) 57,185.47 


* List may be reviewed, by members, upon application to the Director or 
the Treasurer’s office. 
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Fixed Assets: 
Academy Land and Building .. .$2,217,448.91 
Library and Furniture meee 960,234.61 


Deferred Assets and Expenditures: 
Batete 66 De. A. GC. POweee...........5. 1,513.98 
Unexpired Insurance .... ee 3,778.57 
Deposits and Foreclosure Costs 7,984.90 


3,177,683.52 


13,277.45 





Torat Assets 


Liabilities 
General Property Fund. Balance Jan. 1, 1936 
(including Celine B. Hosack’s bequest $70,000) .$3,147,959.06 


Add: Library Additions for 1936 P 28,045.65 
Equipment . exes - 1,678.81 


Endowment Fund. Balance Jan. 1, 1936.. ..$ 942,220.10 
Add: Milbank Memorial Fund... MASS 50,000.00 
Admission Fees .... eats 3,300.00 
Miscellaneous .... ss 50.12 


$ 995,570.22 
Loss through Sale of Securities. ... 5,399.09 


Educational Endowment Fund (Rockefeller Foundation) 


LIBRARY FUNDS 
For the General Purposes of the Library 


The Library Fund, Balance 
Jan 1, 1936... ... $301,945.55 
Add: Receipts—Sale of Tri- 
plicates ...... ery se 8.50 $301,954.05 


Landon Carter Gray Fund. Es- 
tablished 1911 $ 46,596.05 
Allocated by Trustees.... 3,403.95 


Nemo Library Fund through Samuel W. 

Lambert, M.D. Established 1936... : 50,000.00 
Everett Herrick Fund. Established 1915 f 25,000.00 
Anna Woerishoffer Fund. Established 1897... 15,000.00 
Stafford McLean Fund. Established 1933... . 15,000.00 


$6,281,611.82 


$3,177,683.52 


990,171.13 


1,250,000.00 
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Horace Putnam Farnham Fund. Established 
10,000.00 


lished 1903 reat 3,000.00 
James S. Cushman Fund. Established 1897 1,000.00 
Orville Ranney Flower Fund. Established 1897 1,000.00 
William T. Lusk Fund. Established 1898 1,000.00 


Albert William Warden Fund. 
Established 1906...................$950.00 
Allocated by Trustees 


J. Marion Simms Fund. Established 1896 


Library Funds Restricted to Book Purchases 


Philipine Meyer and Ernest Jacobi Fund. Es- 
tablished 1887. 


Walter M. Brickner Fund. Established 1935 


Ernst Krakowizer Fund. 
Established 1886...... ....... $1,798.05 
Allocated by Trustees... .. 201.95 

Austin Flint Fund. Established 1910. 

Merrill Whitney Williams Fund. Established 
1895 


Library Funds Restricted to Purchases of Special Books 


Lucius Duncan Bulkley Fund. Income for the 

purchase of books on cancer or maintaining 

Cancer Library. Established 1929.......... 5,000.00 
Academy Rare Book Fund. Established 1928 12,146.10 


F. E. M. Bullowa Fund. Income for the pur- 
chase of books relating to the Ductless 
Glands. Established 1919..........$950.00 
Allocated by Trustees. . 50.00 
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James P. Tuttle Fund. Income for the pur- 
chase of books on Diseases of the Digestive 
Tract. Established 1913 

A. L. Northrup Dental Fund. Gift of the First 
District Dental Society, N. Y. Income for the 
purchase, binding and care of books on 
Dentistry. Established 1897 


Torat Liprary Funps 


Other Funds Restricted to Special Uses 


Thomas W. Salmon Memorial Fund from Thomas W. Salmon, 


Edward N. Gibbs Memorial Prize Fund. Income to be awarded 
to a research worker on Diseases of the Kidney. 
Established 1901 ....... 

Public Health Relations Reserve Fund. ‘Established 1928. . 

Alfred Lee Loomis Entertainment Fund. Established 1895. . 

Louis Livingston Seaman Fund for Bacteriology and Sanitary 
Science. Established 1932 

Wesley M. Carpenter Lectureship Fund. Income for annual 
medical lecture. Established 1891 

Herman Michael Biggs Lectureship Fund. Received from 
Mrs. Biggs and New York Tuberculosis and Health 
Association in 1930. Income for lectures on Public Health 
and Preventive Medicine ; 

Academy Medal Fund (Dr. Samuel McCullagh) =~ 

L. Duncan Bulkley Lectureship Fund. Income for lectures 
on Medical Aspects and Treatment of Cancer. Established 
1929 

Ernst Herman Arnold Fund. 
paedics. Established 1932 
One-half 1936 Income. . 


Building Fund—Balance Jan. 1, 
Add: Receipts from Subscribers 


Jesse Isidor Straus Honorarium Fund—Gift of Mrs. Jesse 
Isidor Straus. Established 1986 


Unrestricted General Funds 


Reserve Fund, Jan. 1, 1936 ae $56,717.10 
Reserved for Depreciation of Equipment 1936.... 1,242.38 
Adjustment of 1935 Deficit ..... a ee 8.30 


$521,356.15 


21,482.57 
18,268.21 
11,000.00 

8,938.52 


5,813.09 


57,967.78 
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William S. Halsted Fund. Established 1930. . ve . 10,000.00 
William C. Jarvis Memorial Fund—Nathan S. Servi is Legacy 

1935 a et “ 3,000.00 
Accounts Payable (1936) ...... ee a eer 18,054.00 
Employees Annuity Reserve _ 6,869.29 
Deferred Income (1937 Dues) haga cite wegen 25,864.00 
Reserve for library additions Lew pteah 10,027.69 
Trust Funds Pankeee satan paaehes aan 27,686.70 


Torat LiaBiLiTies .. ee ada . $6,281,611.82 


Statement of Income and Expense 


Income 
Investments : eed $ 126,353.89 
Membership Dues eeekat baawes 71,034.50 
Contributions ; ee 27,590.00 
Room Assessments : Cent 17,783.25 
Bank Interest and Miscellaneous . _ 1,233.45 


243,995.09 


Expense 
Administration and General ar . . $49,271.59 
Building Operation a Ktke aan ..... 55,182.59 
Library a ee 
Medical Education and Bulletins eS | 
Public Health , mas .... 18,421.65 
Medical Information and Seuvenibes Medicine. 10,173.28 242,752.71 





Balance Reserved for Depreciation of Furnishings and 
Equipment ere $ 1,242.38 


BERNARD SACHS, Treasurer. 


Auditor’s Certificate 
(Page 13 of their report) 

We have examined the books and accounts of The New 
York Academy of Medicine for the year ended December 
31, 1936, and hereby certify that the Balance Sheet and 
Statement of Income and Expense herewith submitted, in 
our opinion, correctly reflect the financial condition as 
at December 31, 1936 and the results of operations for the 
year then ended, the accounts being kept on a cash basis. 

Respectfully submitted. 
MILLER, DONALDSON AND COMPANY. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMISSION 


The Committee on Admission reports to the Academy 
that during the past year sixty-four applications for mem- 
bership were considered. Of these, fifty-two were recom- 
mended for Resident Membership, four for Non-resident 
Membership and two for Associate; six applicants were 
dropped. 

The Committee met each month except during the 
summer. On December 31, 1936, there were forty-eight 
vacancies. There are fifty-six applicants for Membership, 
now before the Committee. 

The Committee seeks the cooperation of the Fellows 
and Members in asking that they give support to candidates 
believed to be desirable, and write as fully as possible in 
regard to them. The Committee also asks that the Mem- 
bers and Fellows exercise the greatest care in considering 
whether or not they desire to support a candidate. It has 
happened on a number of occasions during the past that 
one or more of the sponsors of an applicant have withdrawn 
their approval of the candidate, either verbally or in 
writing, which is always embarrassing to the Committee. 

HARRY BAKWIN, Chairman 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FELLOWSHIP 


The Committee on Fellowship met only twice during 
1936 as there were not many applications for consideration. 

The applicants considered and approved for promotion 
from Membership to Fellowship are as follows: 
Dr. Edgar M. Bick—Orthopedic Surgery 
Dr. Anthony C. Cipollaro—Dermatology and Syphilology 
Dr. Thomas Francis Duhigg—Medicine 
Dr. B. A. Goodman—Surgery 
Dr. Russell Clark Grove—Otolaryngology 
Dr. William Needles—Neurology and Psychiatry 
Dr. Gordon D. Oppenheimer—Surgery 

HERBERT B. WILcOx, Chairman 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY 


The year 1936 is noteworthy as during it we have been 
forced to realize that the Library has grown so much in 
late years in the number of its readers and also in the 
extent of its possessions that we must provide for its future. 
The Library now has more than 218,000 volumes, not count- 
ing duplicates. The readers numbered 58,528, in contrast 
with 55,607 in 1935, and 26,093 in 1927. It was noticed 
one afternoon during the Christmas holidays that every 
one of the 107 seats in the Reading Room and the Periodi- 
cals Room was occupied whilst numerous other readers 
were busy at the catalogue tables and the delivery desk. 
The greatest number of readers for one day was 292. Dur- 
ing the month of June, a classification was made of those 
who come to consult our magazines and books: 


Physicians in N. Y. C. (including 590 Fellows and 
Members of the Academy) ... 2,418 


Physicians outside of N.Y.C. (including readers from 
Australia, England, Poland and South Africa) . 175 


Non-medical scientists 164 
Law workers ; 63 
OO EE OCTET a 
Non-medical students een 137 
Members of newspaper staffs . 33 
Secretaries Pe er ee ee 169 
Miscellaneous ey eee ee 913 


4,308 


From these figures one sees that sixty per cent were doctors 
of medicine and that thirteen per cent were Fellows or 
Members of the Academy. In the old building in 43rd 
Street the public was not admitted to the Library except 
between the hours of nine and one but when we moved to 
the new building in the autumn of 1926, this period was 
lengthened to five in the evening. The attendance is now 
so great that it is often impossible for the staff of the 
Reference and Reading Room Department to look after 
the readers in proper fashion between the hours of three 
and five. Each one of these men has duties of his own to 
perform in addition to taking care of readers. 
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SUBCOMMITTEES ON THE NEEDS OF THE LIBRARY 


In order to study the work now done in the Library, 
and to calculate its needs in the future, your Chairman was 
empowered to appoint two subcommittees. The members 
were chosen from the Fellowship of the Academy in gen- 
eral as well as from past and present Committees on 
Library. The first subcommittee was asked to study in a 
general and a detailed way the work of each department 
of the Library, from the choosing and ordering of books 
until they are listed as accessions and placed on the shelves. 
It had two meetings with Dr. Samuel W. Lambert as 
Chairman, at which the heads of departments described 
their work and answered questions. The second sub- 
committee, with Dr. J. Ramsay Hunt at its head, studied 
at two sessions the work of the various departments in 
connection with the books and magazines after acces- 
sioning and in connection with their care of the readers. 
Seventeen members in all were invited to act and this 
Committee takes this opportunity of expressing its grati- 
tude for the eager interest they took in the work of the 
subcommittees. Dr. Lambert and Dr. Hunt both submit- 
ted reports which were combined into one during the sum- 
mer by Miss Doe, Assistant Librarian, Dr. Malloch, and 
myself. This Committee, acting as a whole, recommended 
that the “Report on the Library” be submitted to the 
Council and Trustees. It was briefly described and placed 
before them at their meeting in October. The summary 
of the Report, which it seems timely to quote is as follows: 


The facts (1) that the number of readers has more than doubled 
in size in 10 years (22,350 in 1926 to 55,607 in 1935) ; (2) that the 
budget of the Library has decreased, having as sequences, decrease 
in the purchase of books, decrease in the number of the Staff, and 
underpayment of certain members of the Staff; and (3) that the 
provision for housing the collections of books and periodicals will 
soon be exhausted, have compelled the Library Committee to pre- 
pare a detailed report for the consideration of the Council and 
Trustees. 


The Library has become great and important. It is second only 
to the Army Medical Library in this country and, abroad. to the 
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Library of the Faculty of Medicine in Paris. It is the only medical 
library open to the public in New York. It is not run, as formerly, 
exclusively for the Members and Fellows of the Academy, but for 
the whole medical profession and for those of the general public 
interested in medical subjects in general, or temporarily in particular 
phases of medicine. The size of the Library and the number of the 
readers require a more complicated organization and a larger per- 
sonnel than were sufficient a few years ago. 

The work of the Library is controlled by three committees: the 
Committee on Library consisting of 9 members, and its subcommit- 
tees; the Library Publication Fund Committee; and the Committee 
on Museum. 

The functions of the Library may best be summarized under 
four main heads: (A) Administration, (B) Care of Books, (C) Care 
of Readers, (D) Historical Library. The functions under these 
heads may be tabulated as follows: 


A. Administration 
(1) General Direction and Oversight. 
(2) Selection of Personnel. 
(3) Relations with other Libraries. 


B. Care of Books in Main Library 


(1) Selecting and Ordering. 

(2) Cataloguing. 

(3) Shelf-listing. 

(4) Periodicals, Binding, and Mending. 

(5) Administration of Reading Rooms and Stack. 

(6) Duplicate Collection and Disposal of Spare Books. 


C. Care of Readers in Main Library 


(1) Reference. 

(2) Circulation, including Inter-library Loans. 
(3) Bibliographical Research. 

(4) Photostat. 

(5) Messenger Service and Shipping. 


D. Care of Books and Readers in Historical Library. 


Altogether, these many functions constitute an intricate mosaic 
in organization. The parts are, it is obvious, all interrelated and 
each in turn indispensable. The Library has in fact grown so in 
size and in importance that to provide less than is now available 
would limit seriously its usefulness to the Fellows and Members of 
the Academy and to the public. 


The Library Committee wishes to draw attention to the follow- 
ing matters in respect to which the Library has fallen behind: 
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A. First in point of importance has been the curtailment in the 
purchase and care of books. A sum of $10,000 is needed for the 
purchase of books not bought and binding not done during the 
depression. Since the average increase in books is about 6,500 
volumes per annum, a sum requisite to purchase them should be 
provided regularly in the budget. The budget should provide ade- 
quately also for binding and for replacing lost or defaced books 
and periodicals. What the course of events has actually been con- 
cerning these matters can be quickly appreciated by reference to 
Figure 1. The sums needed annually for these various purposes 
are given in Table I. They represent a total annual increase of 


$3,400. 


1928 29 30 OUCH SSC«SSKHK 


80000 
TO ccccereeccteessenmmerioe: 
60000} __ 


| Salaries 
50000 





12000 


—_—_—— Subscripti 





| 
| 





—+- 
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Miscellaneous 


No. of periodicals 
Completing files 


0} indiana 73 
Percent published books bought 66 


Fig. 1. Library Expenditures and Acquisitions, 1928-36. 
(‘Request by Dr. Williams’’ was to buy as few books as possible.) 
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B. To restore the 5 per cent salary cut of 1932, to give certain 


increases in salaries, and to provide additional staff adequate to 
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is carried out additional assistance will be required in three years 
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annual salary-budget is desired (Table I). 
time, increasing the budget by $2,400. 
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C. When the stacks of a library are 80 per cent full it is con- 
sidered good library practice to place no more upon the shelves. 
In the case of our Library the stacks provided in 1926 were intended 
to accommodate 211,680 books. This figure equals 80 per cent of 
the capacity. There are now 189,808 books. Space is left for 
21,872 volumes. At the current rate of purchase, about 6,500 vol- 
umes a year, new shelves will be necessary in just over three years. 
Besides this, one and a half of the nine floors of the stacks are given 
up to duplicates. These are kept for replacements and to facilitate 
circulation of books. Triplicates are exchanged or given away. 
Counting the books on the shelves of the reading rooms as well as 
in the stacks, we have 212,044 volumes (31 December, 1935), not 
counting duplicates. 

A similar situation exists in the space for the catalogue. Since 
a single volume is on the average represented in the catalogue by 6 
cards, the increase for a year in cards for the main catalogue is about 
40,000. Some rearrangements of books and cards are necessary 
almost at once; others will be required soon. Shifting large num- 
bers of books or cards frequently is an uneconomical procedure. 

The property of the Academy permits expansion of its stacks to 
six times their present capacity. There is ground available running 
eastward from the present stacks on which two additional stacks can 
be built. On top of the three stacks (the present and 2 new ones) 
shelves can be built again as high as the present. Whatever is done 
in new construction, rearrangements are desirable to give necessary 
additional space to the catalogue and to working quarters for the 
Staff and perhaps for the Fellows. The expansion now proposed, 
doubling our stacks, is calculated to serve, at the current rate of 
increase, for 35 to 40 years. If new study rooms are built $36,000.00 
will be required. What arrangements can be made for these various 
purposes has in general been discussed with the architects. All this 
construction and equipment would cost approximately $294,000.00. 
Adopting plans depends, naturally, upon the adoption of purposes 
by the Trustees and Council of the Academy. 


TABLE I.—Library Budget 
For the year 1936 and the year 1937 
1987 Con- 

Contemplated templated 

1936 Increase Total 

Salaries be ..... $55,829.64 $11,633.96 $67,463.60 
Subscriptions .... 12,000.00 2,000.00 14,000.00 
Books . 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Completing files 600.00 400.00 1,000.00 
Binding .. PO ee epee 6,000.00 7,000.00 
Supplies . panes 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Insurance ap 1,000.00 Aa 1,000.00 
Bibliography and Photostat 500.00 500.00 
Express and Messenger ... 350.00 850.00 
Portraits and Exhibits .... 100.00 mates 100.00 
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GIFTS OF MONEY 


Though they are mentioned later, it seems right to list 
the names of those who made gifts of money to the Library 
during the past year. Mrs. Walter G. Ladd contributed 
$100.00, Dr. Eleanor B. Kilham, Mrs. Samuel W. Lambert, 
Dr. M. Claudius Warsaw (through Dr. Samuel W. Lam- 
bert) each $50.00, and an anonymous donor gave $50.00 
in memory of Mrs. Eugene H. Pool. We are extremely 
grateful in acknowledging these gifts which were added 
to the income of the Rare Book Fund and made possible 
the purchase of certain books long desired. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carll Tucker, through Dr. Samuel W. 
Lambert, have given $2,170.00 a year for three years, to 
provide for certain salaries in the Library. We are deeply 
indebted for this splendid assistance in our work. The 
very day this Report was finished, Dr. Lambert came in 
with a cheque for $50,000.00 from an anonymous donor, 
the income of which is to be spent for the general use of 


the Library, including the purchase of books. Words fail 
to express our thanks to the donor and also to Dr. Lambert 
for this truly munificent gift. 


RARE BooK AND HISTORY OF MEDICINE DEPARTMENT 


It is with great satisfaction that this Department looks 
back on 1936 for in that year the cataloguing of that large 
block of volumes, the Streeter Collection, purchased in 
1928, was finally completed. As that collection comprises 
about 1,800 volumes, it is easy to see why the careful re- 
search necessary in making the contents of these early 
books available, should have taken so long. To have 
reached this milestone in 1936 is enough to make the year 
a memorable one but we are pleased to report further that 
our early letters of important medical men have also been 
catalogued. Many of these, together with other manu- 
script material, have been in the Library for some years 
but have never before been made accessible to our readers. 
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These records contain true source material for historians 
and it is our hope that in 1937 the cataloguing of all our 
manuscripts will be finished. That would mean that 
nothing would be left on our shelves which had not been 
catalogued. When this has been accomplished, we hope 
to engage in the preparation of material for a printed 
catalogue of our early books with careful bibliographical 
annotations. A work of this kind would widely extend 
the sphere of usefulness of our collection so that it would 
be within easy reach of medical historians in every foreign 
land. 


Gifts 


Our gifts this year have not been many, but have included 
books of importance which we have long desired. An anony- 
mous contribution of $50 was given in memory of Mrs. 
Eugene H. Pool. It was used to buy a copy of the great 
William Gilbert’s De Mundo nostro sublunari Philosophia 
nova, published for the first time in 1651, forty-eight years 


after the author’s death. Gilbert, a physician, is remem- 
bered chiefly for his work on the magnet. This work is a 
meteorological and cosmical treatise, “remarkable indeed,” 
writes Silvanus Thompson, “for one speculative point, 
namely a suggestion that the reason why the moon always 
presents the same face toward the earth is because the 
moon, like the earth, is magnetic.” Mrs. Walter G. Ladd 
gave us $100 which went toward purchasing Andreas 
Caesalpinus’ De Plantis. . .1583, first edition of a great 
work which contains the first classification of plants by 
their fruits. Linnaeus called Caesalpinus the first true 
systematist. Copies of this volume are very scarce. Our 
copy is of particular interest since it bears the signature 
of Jean Francois Seguier, 1703-1784, well known botanist 
whose Bibliotheca botanica. . .The Hague, 1740, we recently 
purchased. A gift of $50 from Mrs. Samuel W. Lambert 
bought for us Fabio Colonna’s ¢YTOBAZANOC, sive 
Plantarum aliquot Historia. . .Naples, 1592, first edition 
of the first herbal illustrated with copper-plate engravings. 
From Dr. M. Claudius Warsaw through Dr. Samuel W. 
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Lambert came another donation of $50. Part of this pro- 
cured for us Johann Boeckel’s Anatome. . .Helmstadt, 
1588, which contains the author’s lectures on anatomy at 
the University in Helmstadt. The rest of Dr. Warsaw’s 
gift was put with $50 presented by Dr. Eleanor B. Kilham 
to buy a work on surgery which was issued under the 
name of Andreas Vesalius but in reality was compiled by 
Prospero Borgarucci from various authors. The title is 
Andreae Vessali. . .Chirurgia magna. . .Venice, 1569. Dr. 
Ernest Fahnestock was kind enough to give us Andrew 
Boorde’s The Breviarie of Health. . .London, 1598. Boorde 
was a jolly physician and traveller of the early sixteenth 
century whose racy writings were extremely popular and 
frequently printed. Also, during the past year we have 
received manuscript records from the New York Neuro- 
logical Society, the now defunct New York Society for 
Internal Medicine and the New York Ophthalmological 
Society. 


Purchases 


It would be impossible to list the many purchases which 
we have been able to make in the past year, but a few of 
the most interesting should be pointed out. There are a 
few volumes so scarce and hard to come by that a library 
which lacks them must be consoled by the fact that most 
collections have the same gaps upon their shelves. Of 
such rarity are original editions of the works of Michael 
Servetus, who is remembered for his description of the 
lesser circulation. Few copies of his books survived, as 
they were condemned to be burned with him at the stake 
when he lost his life for heresy. We are fortunate enough 
to possess the well known but rare 1791 reprint of the 
Christianismi Restitutio and the facsimile of the De Trin- 
itatis Hrroribus, ca. 1721, but this year we were more than 
pleased to be able to add to our collection the original 
edition of the latter, published in 1531. Our interesting 
copy whose many manuscript notations make it possible 
to trace its descent through several Transylvanian owners, 
was for some years in the National Museum of Hungary. 
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Another eminent sixteenth century figure is represented 
in our purchases this year, Conrad Gesner, erudite physi- 
cian, who has left behind him enduring monuments in his 
works on botany, zoology and bibliography. The years 
1551-1587 saw the publication of the beautifully printed 
and illustrated five volumes of his Historiae Animalium 
..., one of the starting-points of modern zoology. This 
work was several times reprinted and was translated into 
German. We acquired Books I, II and IV of this first edi- 
tion, as well as Book III of a later edition. 


Two items were added to our holdings in English books 
printed before 1641. The first, an anatomy written by 
Helkiah Crooke, physician and member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians, was first printed in 1615. We pur- 
chased the second edition, 1631. The anatomical illustra- 
tions are for the most part poor copies of those in Vesalius. 
The other volume has the title The Distiller of London, 
London, 1639. In 1638 Theodore de Mayerne; Thomas 
Cademan and others were directed to draw up and approve 
suitable rules “for the right making of strong waters and 
vinegars.” Although opposed by the apothecaries, these 
rules were established and were printed here for the 
first time. 


Our Americana collection was enriched by our purchase 
of a copy of John Brickell’s The Natural History of North- 
Carolina. . .Dublin, 1737. The author, an Irish physician, 
lived for a time in North Carolina. His book was based 
to a great extent on Lawson’s work on the same subject, 
but it contains additions of Brickell’s on the medicinal 
uses of plants. Two Rush items were added to our grow- 
ing list of books printed in America before 1801. Rush’s 
interest in medicine was only slightly more important to 
him than his love for politics. These two tracts are 
Observations upon the present Government of Pennsylvania 
.. Philadelphia, 1777, and An Address to the Inhabitants 
of the British Settlements in America, upon Slave-keeping, 
New York, 1773. Of American interest, too, are manu- 
script letters we recently obtained which were written by 
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the eminent New York and Philadelphia physician, Samuel 
Bard and John Bartlett, surgeon in the Revolutionary 
Army. 


Our most significant addition to our reference books is 
Claudin’s four volume Histoire de V’ Imprimerie en France 
au XV* et au XVI? Siécle, Paris, 1900-1914, a beautifully 
illustrated work essential to anyone interested in books of 
the fifteenth century. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Many points concerning the welfare of the Library or 
its readers were discussed at the monthly meetings of 
this Committee, but, naturally, only a few of them can be 
touched upon here. There cannot escape being gaps in 
our collection of books on the various branches of medi- 
cine, but gaps unfortunately unknown to the staff of the 
Library, so it was decided to enlist the aid of the various 


Sections of the Academy by asking them to appoint some- 
one to collaborate with the Librarian in trying to discover 
what we lack. The response was encouraging and the 
work has begun. Minutes of the Sections of the Academy 
are worth preserving and we are glad to report that dur- 
ing the year several sets of those of past years have been 
given to the Library. We have recommended that all- 
rag paper be used in the future, and that folded sheets, 
which are better adapted to binding than single ones, be 
employed. We are pleased to say that this suggestion has 
been adopted. Problems concerning the work of the Refer- 
ence Department were studied by a subcommittee of two. 
It recommended that one half-time page should be en- 
gaged on a full-time basis. The Council provided money 
to do this at the beginning of the summer. The subcom- 
mittee also recommended the installation of loud-speakers 
so that assistants need not go into the reading rooms to 
call readers to the telephone. The Council made it possible 
to engage a new assistant in the Periodicals Department. 
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The sum of $10,000.00 was very generously allotted to 
this Committee by the Council in May for the purchase 
of books that we had failed to obtain owing to lack of funds 
and to pay for mending and rebinding books, especially 
those in the Rare Book and History Rooms. This sum may 
be drawn upon in future years until it is all expended. 
For some years past, the library has been closed during the 
summer at five o’clock in the evening except on Wednes- 
days when it has been kept open until half-past ten for 
the benefit of Fellows and Library Subscribers. The sug- 
gestion was made that the Library be opened several 
evenings a week, but your Committee came to the con- 
clusion that this was not possible under the present cir- 
cumstances. Miss Anna Larsen was granted leave of 
absence of one year, from September, for study in Norway. 
We regret to report that Mr. F. I. Kinsley, our Shipping 
Clerk, has retired after twenty-six years of very efficient 
service. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATION FUND COMMITTEE 


Under the chairmanship of Dr. Samuel W. Lambert, 
this Committee met on several occasions. The following 
gifts to the Fund are recorded with grateful thanks: an 
anonymous donor, and Dr. Logan Clendening, each $100.00. 
Dr. Haven Emerson very generously turned over to us 
the remaining stock of Fracastorius, De Contagione. . . 
Libri iii, Translation and Notes by Wilmer Cave Wright, 
1930, for sale at the price of $3.00. It is published under 
the auspices of the Library of The New York Academy of 
Medicine, no. 2 in the “History of Medicine Series”. The 
profits are to be returned to the Fund to find use later on 
in publishing another bi-lingual work. Number 5 of the 
Series, How the President, Thomas Jefferson, and Doctor 
Benjamin Waterhouse Established Vaccination as a Public 
Health Procedure, (price $1.00), by Dr. Robert H. Halsey, 
a Fellow of the Academy, appeared in 1936 and was fav- 
ourably received. No. 3 of the Series, Andreas Vesalius, 
Icones Anatomicae, 1934, [1935], has been on sale during 
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the year. It has won admiration as a beautifully printed 
anatomical atlas of fresh impressions pulled from the 
original wood-blocks of 1543. Copies of this magnificent 
work may still be obtained, and, naturally, sales of this 
necessarily rather expensive volume have not been very 
rapid. The contract for printing and publishing Miss 
Janet Doe’s book, “A Bibliography of the Works of 
Ambroise Paré,” is about to be signed. It will be no. 4 in 
the Series. We hope that Dr. Bernhard Wolf Wein- 
berger’s “Founders of American Dentistry, 1630-1800” 
will soon be published in the Series. 


EXHIBITIONS 


We regret to say that there have been few exhibitions 
during the past year, though it must be borne in mind that 
some books are always on exhibition in the small cases in 
the Rare Book and History Room. An “Exhibition on 
John Hunter’s Natural History of the Human Teeth” 
arranged by our Consultant in Dental Bibliography, Dr. 
Bernhard W. Weinberger, was held from 5-15 October. 
Miss Gertrude L. Annan, with an advisory committee con- 
sisting of Drs. Haven Emerson, Cassius Watson, and the 
Librarian, prepared a large “Exhibition of Books Illus- 
trating the Growth of our Knowledge of Industrial 
Diseases and Accident Surgery” which was held during 
the Annual Graduate Fortnight of the Academy 19 Octo- 
ber - 9 November. 


DEATH OF Dr. C. BURNS CRAIG 


It is with deep regret that we write of the death of one 
of the members of this Committee. Dr. C. Burns Craig, 
who was elected to serve for the years 1935-1937, died on 
24 February, 1936. He showed unusual interest in our work 
and also helped greatly in choosing books to be bought with 
the grant of $1,000.00 which was made a couple of years 
ago by the New York Neurological Society for the purchase 
of material for our neurological and psychiatric collections. 
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STATISTICS FOR 1936 


Donations 


Publishers presenting complimentary books: 


D. Appleton-Century Co., Inc.. 13 


P. Blakiston’s Son & Co....... 1 
Columbia University Press..... 2 
Emerson Books, Inc........... 1 
Eugenics Publishing Co. Inc... 2 
Funk & Wagnalls Co.......... 1 
Oscar Gottfried............... 2 
Hale, Cushman & Flint........ 1 


Donors of twenty or more 


Dr. Harry Aranow............ 28 
Dr. Moses Aronson............ 25 
Mrs. William Cantle.......... 222 
eee 56 
Estate of Dr. D. S. Dougherty. . 185 
Dr. Iago Galdston............. 20 
Dr. Malcolm Goodridge........ St 
ee ee 78 
a | rere 130 


ey Serer 49 
New York Historical Society.. 30 


Paul B. Hoeber, Ine........... 7 
Lea & Febiger................ 24 
The Macmillan Co............. 1 
McGraw-Hill Book Co......... 1 
Thomas Nelson & Sons........ 1 
Oxford University Press....... 15 
W. B. Saunders Co............ 27 
D. Van Nostrand Co........... 1 
volumes: 

New York Public Library..... 51 
ik, Wee ee ns cdsceccwsees 57 
Rockefeller Foundation........ 37 
Miss Nadine Rosen............ 72 
Russell Sage Foundation....... 75 
Boe: TTD. TRIO, co icccseves 48 
Estate of Dr. C. Vinton....... 197 
ee eS rere 135 
Ss se Serr rere 28 
Dr. A. §. Vou Ghelly.......... 32 
es MN 6px a Saree a eoien® 67 


Dr. A. F. A. Wiggers.......... 82 


Donors of a large number of unbound journals and 


reports : 
oe Se eee 1504 
Dr. Harry Aranow............ 170 
Dr. S. T. Armstrong.......... 216 
Dr. Moses Aronson............ 208 
Dr. Gaeuge Bashir. ..........:.. 348 
Oe A | eee 219 
ae | ere ere 256 
Dr. L.. F. Bishop, Jr........... 683 
Miss Mabel Brown............ 627 
Dr. ARMS COPPER, ....22.cssscce 126 


Soe) fee 268 


Dr. BE. H. L. Corwim.......... 214 

Estate of Dr. C. B. Craig...... 168 

Dr. F. Dearborn, Veterans’ 
Hlospitel, Bromz............. 520 


Dental Laboratory Supply Co. .1363 
Dr. Ten Eyck Elmendorf...... 249 
First District Dental Society.. 293 


Dr. Berthold Flesch.......... 182 
Dr. Morris Friedson.......... 258 
Dr. A. L. Garbat...... Palaare ns 187 
Dr. A. L. Goodman........... 526 
Dr. Malcolm Goodridge....... 178 
Dr. Isaac Hartshorne.......... 129 
Estate of Dr. Otto Hensel..... 900 
Dr. W. W. Herrick........... 265 
Dr. Guy Hinsdale............ 254 
Dr. William Jacobsohn........ 225 
oe Se ee 199 
ee eee 130 
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Dr. O. R. Kelley 
Dr. M. J. Loeb 


Mount Sinai Hospital Library 382 
Municipal Reference Library.. 227 


New York Academy of Medi- 
cine, Committee on Public 
Health Relations 

New York City, Dep’t of Health, 
Bureau of Laboratories 

New York Telephone Co 

New York University Medical 


College Library............. 183 
SS | eee 8338 
Rockefeller Foundation... . 2282 
Rockefeller Institute........ 209 


Summary of donations: 
Books 
Journals 
Pamphlets 
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Russell Sage Foundation... 


Dr. H. B. Sheffield....... > OO 
Martin H. Smith Co........... 800 
Ae | re 555 
ee 320 
Bm. D weet GOK............. 266 
Dr. A. G. Tripp... 158 
Dr. Philip Van Ingen 204 
Estate of Dr. C. Vinton...... 718 
Welfare Council of the City of 

a eee 194 
Dr. B. W. Weinberger 525 
Dr. I. &. Wile... . 170 
Dr. A. F. A. Wiggers . 383 
Dr. S. J. Woolley 323 

2,498 

26,566 

oad 6,926 


Donors of museum material: 


Dr. S. T. Armstrong 


Dr. G. L. Brodhead 
Mr. Fred Carnochan. . 


. Ernest Fahnestock 


. Curtenius Gillette 


Estate of Dr. F. R. Oastler 
Dr. Joseph O’Dwyer 





..Reichert’s haemoglobinometer, Reich- 


ert’s pocket haemometer, C. Zeiss 
hand spectroscope, Thoma-Zeiss blood 
corpuscle apparatus, Dudgeon’s sphyg- 
mograph, and a case for records. 

A Bossi dilator. 

One compound microscope, one large 
dissecting microscope and a box of 
microscope attachments and _ slides. 
These belonged to Dr. John Murray 
Carnochan. 

One box of old instruments and a case 
which belonged to Dr. Charles E. 
Hackley, Harris Light Cavalry. 

A pocket case of medical instruments 
which belonged to Dr. Fidelio Buck- 
ingham Gillette. 

An electrical apparatus. 

Two cases and one frame containing 
intubation instruments, a large num- 
ber of miscellaneous laryngological in- 
struments, and _ thirteen original 
drawings of intubation instruments, 
all of which had belonged to his 
father, Dr. Joseph P. O’Dwyer. 



























Dr. G. C. Robinson. . 


Miss Mary Hall Sayre............. 


eR, ae ES os sn ve dcws dows 
Estate of Dr. C. Vinton............ 
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.Perkins tractors, together with notice 
of patent and testimonials. 


-One small case of veterinary instru- 
ments which belonged to Dr. Lewis 
A. Sayre. 


-An X-Ray apparatus. 


.Seven boxes of electrodes. 


Ba BVO ean ccccccszen Etherizing equipment. 

Dr. Sara Welt-Kakels.............. One case of nineteenth century am- 
putation instruments. 

Estate of Dr. J. B. White........... A microscope of about 1870. 

i Ble Th WG noo cacnvncrenanen An old dental chair and a foot-engine 


General donations: 


Dr. John Beattie, Royal College 
of Surgeons, through Dr. B. W. 
Weinberger . 


of about 1850. 


Photographs of the Hunterian Col- 
lection of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons. Reproduction of portrait of 
John Hunter. 


Mir. Peed Caemeemee... ....6ccicssvees Five pathological drawings, seven 


First District Dental Society........ 


De. Posey Praseabete....... 02.0005. 


ee BR eee 


BW, Ak SING os wxniceademuna eer 
ee CCT eee Cr 


photographs (daguerreotypes and am- 
brotypes). 


A diploma issued to Dr. F. H. Clark, 
1841, his certificate of membership in 
the Society of Dental Surgeons, 1867, 
and two receipts for payment of dues 
to the Society. 


Six letters containing data for biog- 
raphies of some of the early mem- 
bers of the Section of Ophthalmology 
of the Academy. 


Material representing an official cam- 
paign of a public health organization 
in combating tuberculosis. 


Four portraits of Ramon y Cajal. 


Twelve photostat copies of letters 
from Benjamin Waterhouse to Thomas 
Jefferson and one photostat of a let- 
ter from Thomas Jefferson to Dr. 
Shore, September 12, 1801. 
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Dr. H. Horn 


Mr. W. H. Hubbard 


De, B. 38, BE BRA: «0 6c ck cic ices 
Mr. H. G. Morgan 


New York Academy of Medicine 
Section of Orthopedic Surgery... 

New York Academy of Medicine 
Section of Pediatrics 


New York Neurological Society 


New York Ophthalmological So- 


ciety, through Dr. T. H. Johnson. . 


Dr. Sigmund Pollitzer 


Dr. A. V. St. George 


Society of Internal Medicine, 
through Dr. W. W. Palmer 


Mr. Stephen Thomas 


Various donors. . 
Dr. S. C. G. Watkins 


BULLETIN of THE NEW YORK ACADEMY of MEDICINE 


MS list of members of St. John’s 
Guild, 1875. 

MS list of subscribers to a building 
fund of the Academy of Medicine, 
and some newspaper clippings. 

Six photographs of doctors, an order 
of examination, winter session, 1883-84, 
issued to John Mann, Jr., together 
with examination questions. 

MS of a play by the donor. 

Five pictures of doctors. 


.Minutes, 1924-1930, 


A book of financial accounts of the 
Section of Pediatrics, 1895-1912. 


The New York Neurological Society 
Constitution, By-Laws, Officers and 
Members, 1935. On permanent loan, 
the Minutes, 1911-1932. 


The Minutes, 1864-1982, of the New 
York Ophthalmological Society were 
placed here on deposit, with other 
miscellaneous material. 
A bronze medallion, “Au Docteur 


Jean Darier”. 


A picture taken of the Deutsche 
Medizinische Gesellschaft der Stadt 
New York, 75 Jahriges Stiftungsfest, 
Hotel Astor, January 16, 1936. 


The Minutes of the Society of In- 
ternal Medicine, 1901-1934. 

A bibliography of medical articles, 
1902-1936, and a bibliography of non- 
medical articles by William Sturgis 
Thomas, M.D. 


Twenty-two photographs. 

Two scrapbooks, nos. 19 and 20. No. 
19 composed of medical clippings, 
most carefully indexed. Five un- 
mounted clippings. No. 20 contains 
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autographed letters written by den- 
tists during the 1880’s and ’90’s with 
many menus of dental dinners during 


1884-1910. 


Dr. Willy Wiegand, through Dr. 
Samuel W. Lambert Twenty-eight photographs. 


Donors of money: 


Anonymous, in memory of Mrs. Eugene H. Pool, for rare books. .$ 

Anonymous, for the Library Publication Fund 

Anonymous, through Dr. Samuel W. Lambert, for the general 
purposes of the Library 

Dr. Logan Clendening, for the Library Publication Fund 

First District Dental Society, for books on dentistry 

Dr. Eleanor B. Kilham, for rare books 

Mrs. Walter G. Ladd, for rare books 

Mrs. Samuel W. Lambert, for rare books 

Mr. & Mrs. Carll Tucker, for additional staff (gift to be con- 
tinued for two years more) 

Dr. M. Claudius Warsaw, through Dr. Samuel W. Lambert, for 


50.00 


$53,170.00 


Books bought 
Bound periodicals bought 
Total bought 3,641 
Bound books and periodicals donated by Fellows and Members 626 
4 ss “by publishers 422 
- © “ from other sources .... 1,426 


Total added .... 


Books withdrawn since 1928 
Total bound books and periodicals in Library 203,428 
Total unbound books and periodicals in Library 14,998 
Total in Library, books and periodicals, bound and 
unbound (exclusive of duplicates) 
Total octavo pamphlets in Library 120,119 
quarto ™ 
folio 
MS is 
Total pamphlets in Library 


“ 


218,426 


135,986 
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Growth of Library’s Collection 


(Exclusive of duplicates) 








YEARLY ADDITIONS TOTAL COLLECTION IN LIBRARY 
Bound Unbound Books and Periodicals Pamphlets Theses 
Volumes Pamphlets Bound Unbound Total Unbound 
1927 5,776 3,625 150,256 114,284 
1928 6,009 3,090 156,265 117,374 
1929 7,135 2,637 163,400 120,011 
1930 7,107 5,760 169,906 125,610 
1931 8,009 1,636* 177,249 127,892* 
1932 5,732 1,526* 182,981 130,645* 
1933 4,959 1,726* 187,660 132,735* 60,005 
1934 4,684 1,221* 192,027 133,865* 64,002 
1935 5,599 1,409* 197,484 14,560 212,044 134,543" 69,042 
1936 6,115 1,202* 293,428 14,998 218,426 135,986" 74,731 








Periodicals Department 





Journals: 
Exchange or 
Subscriptions Gratis Total 
1. American silane rane a eR aceate 206 454 690 
2. British (except Canadian) ........... 156 86 242 
SS ah tes Gar ae aise ois Wadd wk oa 4 30 34 
DEE. Avice veiueredeeeanadeseeadkacus 177 47 224 
5. German (excluding Austrian) ......... 266 10 276 
6. Italian Be SPOUT Ren eee 117 58 175 
7. Russian .... Sai aaari ad bi deectdod cate: vince 10 7 17 
8. Miscellaneous (Austrian, Belgian, Chi- 
nese, Dutch, Hungarian, Japanese, Scan- 
dinavian, Spanish, etc.)............... 135 321 456 
5 NE ee eee ae ee Poe 1071 1043 2114 
ER Ren oi ace wate ne tcc e oak AoW Ee 1999 
IN cael an ec hw Gua S Ge avg Gide Taw mene 1906 
I (6264.51 ie Robins Coe CRRA RAR Oe EROS 1856 
New titles added in 1986................... See re re ee 165 


In addition to the 2114 journals received regularly, current numbers of 
304 other titles have been received by donation; 821 annual reports and 
annual announcements have come from hospitals, health departments, medi- 
cal schools, etc., and 79 documents (i.e. weekly, monthly, or quarterly 
bulletins of health departments in this and foreign countries) have been 
received currently. This brings the total of all serials received to 3318. 





* From 1930 on, the cataloguing of reprints has practically ceased. 
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Exchanges: 
Bulletin. 642 copies of the Bulletin go in exchange for 702 publications of 
other institutions. 
Annual report. This goes to nearly 500 institutions in exchange for their 
reports. 


Circulation 
Items borrowed, including interlibrary loans: 

Books Pamphlets Journals Borrowers 
Ee ee pe ere 3,178 1,104 3,764 765 
eer Me 3,010 1,014 4,123 733 
er ree Pe 2,772 872 4,228 765 
Dt one ck whaedc hen wens 8,697 1,032 4,915 884 
RS Sasi doa Wieck aaa eee a 4,453 1,027 6,147 968 
See pranmenateactd 5,012 1,131 7,291 993 
SG us ceeeane oun eras 5,354 1,043 6,491 1,047 
eee ree 5,916 *930 6,950 1,086 
Rds oh alae seis a aoa es 5,655 *948 8,094 1,108 
BERS errr err 5,498 *743 8,962 1,000 

Interlibrary Loans: 

DC Bia dcp eeaeeesawers et Cee ee 637 books to 57 libraries 
SN ied 5s 0 ca yal ck ms n/a re ea gs eee 820 books to 80 libraries 
ee ere Pe ee ee ee 1,322 books to 89 libraries 
ee ae TEN re AD 2,089 books to 129 libraries 
Wg tack cei cals meek aide Dea amr eee 2,435 books to 150 libraries 
GRASS soe ew hanes co ame oem ca eine ere 2,624 books to 149 libraries 
i aod bank was LF gtd had wana goe ena aE ER 2,402 books to 126 libraries 


Books, journals and pamphlets from stacks, used in 
Reading Rooms or borrowed: 


Total used in 
Used in Main Used in Rare Library and 
Reading Rooms Book Room borrowed 
Eg vi wedececen Sac eahin 68,587 
BGs o'n'g HOWE Ss wareem eee T8A34 
eee ee ; ‘ 97,915 3,136 101,051 
I ko kc ac ke ueerenteass 101,204 8,467 104,671 


This does not include the large numbers of books used from the open 
shelves, which we cannot estimate. 





*The gradual reduction in the number of pamphlets borrowed may be 
due to the fact that we practically stopped cataloguing reprints in 1930, 
so that most of what we have are now somewhat out of date. 
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Readers 


Total Number Holidays 
of readers and Sundays 


26,093 1,135 
29,239 1,519 
31,180 1,437 
87,539 1,558 
40,412 1,408 
47,042 1,716 
45,031 1,800 
1934 (Including 816 in the Rare Book Room)... 51,793 2,213 
1935 (Including 1,434 in the Rare Book Room)... 55,607 1,858 
1936 (Including 1,482 in the Rare Book Room)... 1,965 


Finance 
$ 8,267.77 


Periodicals 
Completing files 
Binding (3,004 books) 
Miscellaneous 

Salaries 


In addition to the above amounts expended under the Library budget, the 
following sums have also been spent: 
First District Dental Society’s Fund, for dental books 
From the New York Neurological Society’s Fund of $1,000 for 
neurological books (in addition to $75.09 spent from this 
PE ED se ctawkanvasies 
From the Reserve for Books and Binding ($10,000 voted by the 
Council in May, 1936) 
Rare Book Fund, special gifts for expenditure in 1936 


Bibliographical Department 


Pieces of Work Bibliographies Made Income 
396 98 $3,921.98 
365 89 3,819.37 
409 76 4,547.70 
352 97 3,793.17 
44 2,705.77 
237 38 2,883.79 
47 2,719.74 
355 87 8,227.85 
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This work was done for 87 Fellows of the Academy and for 57 other 
clients, among whom were 32 individuals, 9 organizations, and 16 commer- 
cial firms. Current references were sent regularly to 16 clients. About 
750 hours’ work was done for other Academy departments, for which no 
charge was made. The bibliographies listed include only those sufficiently 
complete and general to be catalogued. 


Photostat Department 
Pieces of Work Income 

531 $1,871.13 
535 1,995.11 
538 1,828.11 
531 1,425.75 
625 1,537.03 
761 2,299.45 
821 2,154.92 

2,507.61 


Considerable work is also done for other Academy departments, for 
which no charge is made. Among this was work for the Library which 
would have cost $129.75. 


Theses 
Catalogued Cards sent to Columbia University 
14,587 
2,500 5,500 
2,367 2,758* 
3,785 2,240 
7,270 4,271 
5,328 2,776 
3,062 1,270 
3,450 1,891 


42,349 20,706 


Not yet catalogued... 32,382 
Total in Library....... 74,731 


* Beginning 1931, subject cards were no longer made for Columbia. 
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Disposal of Duplicates 
Receiving libraries, etc. Bound vols. Unbound jour. 

90 1,619 9,422 
71 1,446 6,727 
65 2,428 6,262 
78 1,611 3,258 
90 1,605 10,176 
97 1,946 8,556 

1,457 8,799 


Miscellaneous 
1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 

Items repaired 7,093 6,692 17,715 6,842 6,114 
Library-cards issued .. 1212 1,876 1,665 1,563 2,777 
Library subscriptions(total) 30 22 30 25 27 
Library subscriptions 

renewed er 16 13 12 17 23 
Messenger deliveries for 

Fellows . Rains 312 277 383 #8 283 
Messenger deliveries (total) . 1,269 1,246 
Portraits (separate) 

catalogued .. , 
Portraits (in books, etc.) 

catalogued ....... 


Shelf-list, titles added 


PERSONALIA 


Miss Doe, the Assistant Librarian, was re-elected Secre- 
tary of the Medical Library Association, and in June 
attended its annual meeting at Minneapolis and Rochester, 
Minn. The Librarian, as one of the Curators of the Osler 
Library, attended the annual meeting in February at 
Montreal. He also read papers before the Wayne County 
Medical Society in November at Detroit, and before the 
Historical Section of the College of Physicians of Phila- 
delphia in December. 


I had the pleasure of attending, together with the 
Librarian, the hundredth anniversary of the Army Medical 
Library on 16 November, at Washington. A resolution of 
cengratulation from the Academy was presented. Dr. 
Malloch also represented the Bodleian Library on that 


occasion. 
ALFRED E. CoHN, Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH RELATIONS 


Report of Activities for the Year 1936 
HISTORICAL RETROSPECT 


In view of the fact that this Committee completed 
twenty-five years of continuous service in 1936, it may 
perhaps not be amiss to review briefly the evolution of the 
Committee. 

From the earliest days of its existence the promotion of 
public health has been one of the four objects of The New 
York Academy of Medicine. In conformity with this pro- 
vision in its Constitution a standing Committee on Public 
Health was created in 1852. It was followed in 1858 by 
a Section on Public Health and Legal Medicine which 
existed until April 26, 1911, when at its own request it 
was abolished by the Council of the Academy and replaced 
by a Committee on Public Health. Prior to that a Com- 
mittee on Hospitals was appointed by the President of the 
Academy on March 25, 1908, and on May 25, 1910 another 
Committee was appointed to represent the Academy at the 
budget hearings before the Board of Estimate and Appor- 
tionment. These two Committees were merged into one 
on May 1, 1911, after an offer had been made by Mrs. E. 
H. Harriman through the Bureau of Municipal Research 
to pay the expenses of an executive secretary in order 
that well considered opinions of leading medical men in 
this City might be made available to the public authorities 
as well as to the community at large. The Committee was 
authorized to participate in public health activities and 
to make studies of, and issue statements upon, matters 
pertaining to public health and hospitals. With the ex- 
ception of the summer months, the Committee has met 
regularly every Monday and has carried on many studies 
and researches, on the basis of which it offered its guidance 
and opinions in many phases of community life and or- 
ganization. It has, furthermore, created a tradition for 
the Academy and established a public health forum in the 
City. The activities of the year 1936 are typical of the 
work in the past years. 
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THE NEED OF A REORGANIZATION OF THE MEDICAL DIVISION 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


At the request of the Superintendent of Schools, a study 
was made by the Committee of the present medical and 
health service for the employees in the public schools of 
New York City, and a report based on this study was sub- 
mitted to the Superintendent of Schools and the Board of 
Education. 


The study brought out the existing deficiencies of the 
Medical Division. Its limited personnel, consisting of a 
chief, four physicians on a half time basis, and a small 
auxiliary staff, is unable to meet the requirements of a 
very large service. It is inadequate to prevent abuse of 
sick leave privileges and to safeguard against admission 
of the physically and emotionally unfit into the school 
system, and is unable to provide a supervisory health ser- 
vice for the employees of the Department. 

On the basis of the study the following recommendations 
were made: 

1. The work of the Medical Division of the Department 
of Education should be confined to the employees of the 
Department. The pupils are outside of its official con- 
cern. The Division should have an adequate staff, suitable 
quarters and proper equipment. 


2. A satisfactorily equipped general medical office 
should be maintained in a central location in each borough, 
with the main office under a full time executive director 
in Manhattan. If this should not prove feasible, specially 
selected physicians in the several school districts should 
be designated as official departmental representatives to 
carry out the examinations in their own offices, under the 
general supervision of a full time executive director of 
the service. Under such an arrangement the central office 
would function as a clearing bureau and a repository of 
records. 


3. The existing critical attitude on the part of members 
of the teaching staff toward the medical examinations by 
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the physicians of the Medical Division should be over- 
come by the provision of a system which would be above 
criticism. Consequently, the physicians chosen for the 
purpose should be representative of the profession and 
" should include a limited number of consultants in the vari- 
ous specialties, appointed on an annual basis. The per- 
sonality of these physicians and their standing in the 
profession should be such as to command the respect and 
confidence of all concerned. 


4. Provision should be made for the employment of 
authoritative and dependable medical referees in disputed 
cases. For this purpose a board of three physicians might 
be appointed in each case, one representing the Depart- 
ment of Education, one chosen by the teacher and one 
acceptable to both teacher and the Department. These 
referees should be selected from among the recognized 
specialists in that branch of medicine under which the 
patient’s infirmity comes. The findings of such boards 
should be considered final insofar as the administrative 
authorities are concerned, and action taken accordingly. 


5. The Medical Division should deal with the entire 
range of health problems of the personnel, except treat- 
ment. It should also be charged with the examination of 
prospective employees to prevent persons who are unfit 
for service from entering upon employment which will 
prove hazardous for them, and to forestall their gaining a 
foothold in the system. 

The activities of the Division should reach back into 
the teacher training centers. Cooperation should be es- 
tablished with educators and various professional groups 
interested in developing standards for mental and physical 
health, and the organization of practical health education 
programs in the training centers. 

Following the initial appointment and during the three 
years’ probationary period prior to permanent appoint- 
ment, a record of observations should be kept of the physi- 
cal and mental condition of each appointee. This record 
should play a part in the decision with regard to the grant- 
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ing of the permanent license. In addition, a general health 
and psychiatric examination should be made immediately 
prior to the granting of the permanent license. Such ex- 
aminations should also be required of all applicants for 
higher license. 

The scope of the work should include in addition to the 
present activities of the Medical Division, various service 
and educational features not now provided, such as advice 
and assistance in securing proper medical attention; the 
encouragement of periodic health examinations; instruc- 
tion with regard to personal or mental hygiene, emphasizing 
the need of intelligent cooperation on the part of the indi- 
vidual in the maintenance of a high standard of health and 
working efficiency. 

It is desirable to make some provision on the staff for 
the adjustment of special problems which arise in con- 
nection with individual cases in the course of the work of 
the Medical Division. Such a service would be especially 
helpful in establishing better working relations between 
the Department and the private physicians of the 
community. 

In connection with the central office of the Medical 
Division there should be a staff concerned with the gather- 
ing and presentation of data for statistical purposes. 

The Medical Division should take an active part in ini- 
tiating and supporting efforts to improve environmental 
and other conditions in the schools which affect the health 
of the teaching personnel. It should keep in close touch 
with these conditions through its statistical division and 
otherwise. 

6. All cases of absence should be reported daily to the 
central office of the Medical Division, instead of through 
intermediate channels after ten days of absence, as is the 
practice at present. Provision should be made to enable 
the Director to send a physician at once to visit any teacher 
reported absent, should it be deemed necessary to do so. 

7. No refunds for absence on account of illness should 
be granted without certification by the Medical Division. 
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8. Only emergency and other absolutely necessary sur- 
gical operations should be permitted in the course of the 
school term. The matter should be controlled by a system 
of permits issued by the Medical Division for operations 
performed outside of vacation time. No sick leave pay 
should be allowed for surgical operations which have not 
been approved by the Medical Division. 

9. The findings and recommendations of the Medical 
Division should determine the action of the administrative 
authorities of the Department when the pivotal questions 
involved are of a medical character. 

10. The laws governing retirement and reinstatement 
should be recast, and a method devised to prevent the re- 
turn to service of those who are adjudged by the Medical 
Division to be physically or mentally or emotionally unfit 
for service. 

11. There is need for a wider representation of the vari- 
ous medical specialties on the Medical Board of the Teach- 
ers’ Retirement Board and for provision of a consultation 
service. 

12. In the interest of efficiency and economy the work 
of the Medical Division and that of the Medical Examiners 
of the Teachers’ Retirement Board should be coordinated. 


13. A method should be devised to prevent in the future 
the retention in the service, and their enjoyment of pension 
rights and privileges, of undesirable persons among the 
teaching personnel, such as chronic absentees, malingerers, 
alcoholics, the obstreperous and uncooperative, the exces- 
sively nervous and uncontrolled, the psychopathic, and all 
other persons physically or mentally incapable of render- 
ing satisfactory service, whose presence in the classroom 
may be harmful to the pupils and whose retention is 
unfair to other teachers. 

14. Steps should be taken to remove from the active 
roster all those teachers and other employees who are unfit 
for the performance of their present duties. Wherever 
possible these individuals should be assigned to positions 
better suited to their capacities. 
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15. The present resentment on the part of worthy teach- 
ers with regard to the deduction in pay during sick leave 
should be made a subject of investigation. A satisfactory 
adjustment of the matter is possible through the provision 
of adequate supervision of absences by the Medical Division. 

16. Representative medical organizations should be re- 
quested to call to the attention of the medical profession 
the need of exercising more care in dealing with certifica- 
tion of illness of teachers. Efforts should be made to 
develop better cooperation between the medical profession 
at large and the Medical Division of the Department of 
Education. 

17. The Department of Education should report to the 
appropriate committees of the official medical bodies those 
physicians who are guilty of unethical practices with re- 
gard to certification for sick leaves. 


THE PROPOSED INSTITUTE OF FORENSIC MEDICINE 


About one-fifth of the deaths in Greater New York come 
within the jurisdiction of the Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner. The Chief Medical Examiner and his assist- 
ants perform over 3,000 autopsies annually. The vast 
opportunities for research and teaching inherent in the 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner are to a great extent 
lost, owing to the lack of adequate funds, lack of facilities 
and lack of stimulus of organized teaching. It was there- 
fore proposed that an Institute of Forensic Medicine be 
established around the Office of the Chief Medical Exam- 
iner, similar in organization and scope to the institutes 
of this character in some of the capitals of Europe and of 
Central and South America. 

The plan which was worked out by the Committee and 
submitted to Mayor LaGuardia at his request, made pro- 
vision for the suitable housing of the activities of the Chief 
Medical Examiner and his assistants, and for an educa- 
tional organization in which the five medical schools of 
the City would participate. The proposed Institute would 
not interfere with the statutory duties and prerogatives of 
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the Chief Medical Examiner and his assistants. It would 
be possible, however, for this branch of the law-enforce- 
ment authority of the City to utilize its unusual oppor- 
tunities for the improvement of the service and would 
render the large volume of medico-legal experience avail- 
able for the advancement of medical science, law and 
criminology. Under the plan the City would continue to 
provide for the salaries of the Medical Examiners, their 
clerical and laboratory staffs and contribute toward the 
cost of maintenance of that part of the building which is 
devoted to the work of the Chief Medical Examiner, the 
morgue and the laboratory. 


To defray the expenditures of teaching and of the main- 
tenance of research laboratories, of a library and of a mu- 
seum of the Institute, the plan called for an endowment, 
the proceeds of which should be large enough for the pur- 
pose. It was estimated that an endowment of $1,500,000 
would be required. 


The Institute would be incorporated and the Board of 


Trustees would consist of the Mayor, the Comptroller, 
the Chief Medical Examiner, the two local presiding jus- 
tices of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, the 
deans of the five medical schools in the City, the President 
of The New York Academy of Medicine, and a few others. 


The Institute would be available to the undergraduate 
students of all the colleges and would offer complete as well 
as short courses of instruction for physicians seeking a 
life career in medico-legal work, for coroners’ physicians 
desirous of improving their skill, pathologists, toxicolo- 
gists, chemists, special laboratory technicians, law stu- 
dents, police department officials, sociologists and crimin- 
ologists. 


In view of the fact that the Foundation to which applica- 
tion was made for the financing of the project was not in 
a position to grant the request, the Mayor suggested that 
the schema be revised on a diminished scale. 
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CLINICAL CRITERIA OF SYPHILIS AND GONORRHEA 


The Committee’s report on “The Control of Venereal 
Diseases and the Problem of Prostitution in the City of 
New York,” which was published in the March 15, 1936 
issue of the New York State Journal of Medicine, helped 
to give impetus to the campaign against venereal diseases. 
The recommendations formulated by the Committee are 
being followed insofar as available means and hospital 
and clinic facilities permit. The criteria formulated by 
the Committee for the diagnosis of potentially infectious 
syphilis and gonorrhea in women have been adopted with 
minor modifications by the Department of Health of the 
City, as well as of the State. The formulation of these 
criteria was undertaken because the magistrates of the 
Women’s Court are often confused by the divergent views 
of physicians concerning the evidence of an infectious 
venereal disease. 


The demonstration of the spirochete in syphilis and of 
the gonococcus in gonorrheal infections is often difficult, 
even in persons who are still highly infectious. This is 
especially true of women. Prostitutes and vagrants are 
continually exposed to infection with venereal diseases, 
and ultimately most of them become infected. For the 
protection of the public, it was therefore necessary to for- 
mulate clinical criteria upon which the diagnosis might 
be based with a reasonable degree of accuracy, even in the 
absence of demonstrable specific organisms. 

In women who are arraigned on a charge of prostitution 
or vagrancy, the following clinical manifestations and 
laboratory findings have been specified as the criteria for 
the diagnosis of gonorrhea: 

1. The presence of the gonococcus in smears or cultures 
from the secretions, even when there are no clinical 
manifestations of the disease, is evidence of gonor- 
rheal infection. 

Purulent or mucopurulent discharge from the ure- 
thra, Skene’s glands, Bartholin’s glands, cervix or 
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rectum, or any combination of these constitutes 
reasonable grounds to warrant a tentative diagnosis 
of gonorrhea, even in the absence of demonstrable 
gonococci. Vaginitis due to the Trichomona vagin- 
alis, and other non-gonorrheal conditions should be 
differentiated. 


With regard to syphilis the following criteria were 

formulated : 

1. The presence of clinical evidence of primary, second- 
ary or tertiary active lesions of the skin and mucous 
membranes, or 

2. A positive Wassermann reaction in women of child- 
bearing age, and in men and women who have ac- 
quired the disease within five years and cannot prove 
that they have had adequate treatment to eliminate 
the potentially infectious stage—namely, 20 injec- 
tions of an arsenical and 20 injections of a heavy 
metal. 


THE EMPLOYMENT OF OXYGEN IN THE TREATMENT 
OF DISEASE 


In such diseases as pneumonia, coronary thrombosis, 
congestive heart failure, emphysema and atelectasis, it is 
sometimes desirable to supply oxygen to make up the want 
of it caused by improper oxygenation of the blood. If the 
patient is to be benefited the amount and concentration of 
the oxygen employed must be sufficient to compensate for 
the impairment of the oxygen exchange. It is therefore 
important that the physician prescribe as definitely the 
concentration of oxygen to be breathed by the patient as 
he does in ordering a dose of drugs. If improperly handled 
this therapy may not achieve the beneficial effects which 
may reasonably be expected from it. Evidence has been 
gathered which indicates that the equipment necessary 
for oxygen therapy is not always of the proper kind and 
that the administration of it is frequently done in a waste- 
ful and ineffective manner, not only in private practice, 
but also in hospitals. The Committee collected data bear- 
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ing on the subject and published a report describing in 
detail the character of the equipment required, the neei| 
of periodic testing of oxygen concentration and of tem- 
perature and humidity, the methods of sterilizing the tents, 
the administration of oxygen by nasal catheters, and the 
hazards to life from improper equipment as well as from 
explosions. 

This report was printed in one of the Academy publica- 
tions, “Preventive Medicine,” for June, 1936, and in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association for June 
20, 1936. 


INFECTIOUS DIARRHEA OF THE NEWBORN 


The outbreaks of infectious diarrhea of unknown etiology 
among the newborn in several of the hospitals of the City, 
municipal and voluntary, with a high fatality rate, led to 
the suggestion by the Committee to the Commissioners of 
Health and Hospitals of the need of a painstaking study 
of this phenomenon, in cooperation with specially quali- 
fied persons or agencies. The study was not undertaken 
in view of the opinion of the Commissioner of Hospitals 
that the situation can be controlled by the provision of a 
more adequate nursing personnel than is available and by 
strict precautionary measures in the handling and feed- 
ing of the babies. The Sanitary Code was amended to 
require reporting of cases of this malady to the Depart- 
ment of Health. 


CONTROL OF Foops, DRUGS AND COSMETICS 


The Copeland Bill, 8.5, amending the existing Food and 
Drugs Law, passed the Senate but failed to receive the 
support of the House, chiefly because of the insistence of 
the lower branch of Congress that the control of advertis- 
ing be vested in the Federal Trades Commission and not 
in the Bureau of Food and Drugs of the Department of 
Agriculture, as was provided in the bill which passed the 
Senate. The recommendations formulated by this Com- 
mittee after two conferences which were held at the Acad- 
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emy of Medicine building with the representatives of the 
manufacturers and distributors of drugs and cosmetics, 
were submitted to the appropriate committees of the House 
and Senate. 

In spite of the failure of Congress to enact a law control- 
ling the manufacture, sale and advertising of patent 
medicines and cosmetics, the municipal administration 
has not acted as yet to secure local control through 
registration and license, as was proposed by the Commis- 
sioner of Accounts and endorsed by the Mayor of the City 
in 1935. The possibility of achieving this by State legisla- 
tion has been discussed. 

With reference to such articles of food as water, milk 
and meat, modern society does not permit that the old 
principle of caveat emptor should apply. Gradually this 
attitude is being extended to other articles of food as well 
as to certain popularly advertised drugs and cosmetics 
because of the large increase in the use of these prepara- 
tions, and because some of them contain deleterious sub- 
stances. 


City CHARTER 


Believing, perhaps too optimistically, that the structure 
of the City government is a matter of fundamental im- 
portance in the efficient functioning of the administrative 
machinery, the Committee devoted a large amount of time 
and thought to the sections of the Charter which apply to 
the Departments of Health, Hospitals, Public Welfare, 
Housing, Sanitation and Education. The opinions and 
views held by the Committee influenced to a considerable 
extent the Charter Revision Commission and a number of 
the suggestions made were incorporated in the document 
which was adopted by popular vote on November 3, 1936, 
and which will replace the present Charter on January 
1, 1938. 


City BUDGET 


I’rom its very inception over a quarter of a century ago, 
the Committee on Public Health Relations has advised 
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with regard to the budgetary requirements of the several 
City departments whose work lies in the field of the Acad- 
emy’s interest. During the past year a great deal of 
attention was given to the problems and needs of the 
Department of Health. Stress was laid particularly on 
the strengthening of the Bureau of Laboratories, which 
has been housed in a new and capacious building; the 
Bureau of Food and Drugs, which has remained without 
a Director for more than a decade; the Bureau of Health 
Education; the Bureau of Tuberculosis; the Bureau of 
Social Hygiene; and the Bureau of Nursing. 

In its communication to the Board of Estimate and Ap- 
portionment, the Committee expressed its full sympathy 
with the policy of stringent economy pursued by the 
administration, and in view of this suggested that particu- 
lar consideration be given only to those of the unmet 
needs of the Department of Health which were essential for 
an efficient health service. It is not so much the expansion 
of health services that is needed as the proper implement- 


ing of those that exist, and competent supervision. It was 
for this reason that the Committee stressed the need of 
adequate salaries for the key positions in the Department. 

The principal suggestion in the Department of Hospitals 
was the creation of an administrative Division of Tuber- 
culosis and the appointment of a Director for such a 
Division. 


THE HEALTH CENTER DEVELOPMENT 


The Committee continued its active interest in the 
development of the district form of organization of the 
Department of Health and gave its views concerning vari- 
ous problems of policy and procedure in the development 
of the Health Center plan. In a communication to the 
Mayor and the Board of Estimate, the Committee urged 
appropriation of the necessary funds for the Health Center 
buildings in connection with the medical schools of the 
City. The trustees of Columbia and New York and Cornell 
Universities have voted to deed to the City sites adjoin- 
ing their medical schools, and have also offered to make 
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available funds for the training of personnel engaged by 
the Department of Health from Civil Service lists and for 
the supervised education of various groups of professional 
and vocational students in public health. The Committee 
pointed out that by this action on the part of the authorities 
of the universities a remarkable opportunity has been 
offered to the City to assure the future development of an 
adequately trained personnel of physicians, nurses, sani- 
tary and food inspectors and other Health Department 
agents. The City made the requisite appropriations for the 
purpose. 


CIvIL SERVICE 


As in former years the advice of the Committee was 
requested and freely given with regard to the formulation 
of professional requirements for the various medical posi- 
tions in the City service, as well as lists of competent 
examiners. During the past year examinations were held 
for the positions of Director and Epidemiologist of the 
Bureau of Social Hygiene, Department of Health ; Assistant 
Director, Bureau of Health Education, Department of 
Health; General Medical Superintendent of the Depart- 
ment of Hospitals; Deputy Medical Superintendent, De- 
partment of Hospitals; Medical Expert, Workmen’s 
Compensation Division, Law Department. 


The Committee was successful in its pleading before 
the Civil Service Commission in opposition to placing 
nurses in the municipal hospitals on a Civil Service footing. 


The Committee was requested to act as the friend of the 
court in the case relating to validity of oral tests. 


Jointly, with the representatives of the Coordinating 
Council of the Five County Medical Societies, the Com- 
mittee made an inquiry into the modus procedendi at the 
examination held early in the year for the position of 
District Health Officer, and rendered its report to the 
Commissioner of Health. 
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STATUS OF INSTITUTIONAL CONVALESCENT CARE 
IN New YorK Clty 


In 1924 the Committee’s first reports on the subject of 
institutional convalescent care were published, and ever 
since it has continued to take an active interest in this field. 
Developments of the last few years suggested the need of a 
general review of the situation. New York City still has the 
largest complement of convalescent home facilities of any 
city in the United States and yet. only 29,000 patients are 
cared for annually by all the institutions combined, includ- 
ing the Speedwell Society. In other words, about six per 
cent of the total number of ward patients passing through 
our hospitals annually receive institutional convalescent 
care. 

With the exception of six institutions for cardiac 
children and seven for orthopedics and one small institu- 
tion for neurological patients, all convalescent homes are 
of a general character and are unable to accept patients 
who require more than the simplest kind of special care. 
While the occupancy of the special homes is often at the 
maximum, the homes for general care, taken as a whole, 
are under-utilized. In addition to the lack of special facili- 
ties, the paucity of funds should be mentioned as a 
contributing cause of the under-utilization of available 
facilities. To a growing extent the convalescent homes, 
all of which are voluntary institutions, are becoming de- 
pendent on municipal subsidies. 

The City contributes annually more than $250,000 to 
the seventeen convalescent institutions which are on the 
approved list for the reception of so-called City charges 
or City wards. These seventeen institutions have a total 
capacity of 1,374 beds. The number of patients paid for 
by the City and cared for in these seventeen institutions 
was 7,560 in 1935. Sixty-one per cent of the patients paid 
for by the City in 1935 came from the municipal hospitals 
and thirty-nine per cent from the voluntary hospitals. In 
order to eradicate certain evils which have grown up in the 
past, the Department of Hospitals, which controls the 
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City appropriations to convalescent homes, adopted in 
1933 certain regulations governing the acceptance of con- 
valescent patients as public charges, which in many 
respects are quite drastic. No O.P.D. patients can qualify 
for convalescent care. Neither can patients who have 
passed a severe illness in their homes, even if they be on 
relief and have been treated by physicians of the Emergency 
Relief Administration. Admission to a convalescent home 
must be effected within ten days after the discharge of a 
patient from a hospital. Patients suffering from chronic 
illnesses are not paid for by the City. The rules specify 
that those suffering from heart and kidney diseases come 
within the designation of chronically ill, and therefore are 
ineligible. No patients are admitted as City cases to a 
convalescent home without a previous examination by a 
medical inspector of the Department of Hospitals. This 
at times causes delays in admission as well as clashes of 
medical opinion. The Commissioner believes that any 
liberalization of the present rules of the Department can- 
not be effected until the City is willing to appropriate 
larger funds and until the entire social and medical policy 
with regard to convalescent care is clearly determined. 


In spite of the fact that the City pays only $1.15 per 
patient in a convalescent home, which is considerably less 
than the average daily cost of $2.00 per patient, the con- 
valescent homes, because of the financial stringency, look 
upon the City cases with special favor. Voluntary hos- 
pitals are finding it increasingly difficult to procure admis- 
sion for their free non-City cases and are often obliged to 
pay the convalescent homes for their care out of social 
service department funds. A situation has been created 
which should be remedied. 


The apparent needs of the situation resolve themselves 
to: 


1. The formulation of a rational program for the effec- 
tive development of organized convalescent care in this 
City. This might be a joint responsibility of the Academy 
of Medicine, the Welfare Council, the trustees of the con- 
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valescent homes, and the representatives of the newly 
created Hospital Council of the City. 

2. Recognition on the part of the United Hospital Fund 
that the convalescent homes are an indispensable comple- 
ment to our hospital facilities and that a part of the funds 
collected for the care of the sick should be allocated to the 
convalescent homes on the basis of some workable principle 
to be determined by all concerned. 

3. The Board of Estimate and Apportionment and the 
public should be made aware of the large dependence of 
organized convalescent care on municipal subsidy and the 
need of increased grants. 

4. The modification of the rules and regulations of the 
Department of Hospitals with reference to payment for 
convalescent care to private institutions. The projected 
convalescent camp on Welfare Island may or may not 
prove an important factor in the solution of the problem 
insofar as certain types of ambulatory patients are 
concerned. 

5. Provision for patients for whom the facilities of an 
ordinary general convalescent home are inadequate. 

6. Recognition of convalescent care in the provisions 
under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. 

7. Periodic inspection of all convalescent homes and the 
grading of them in accordance with certain reasonably 
objective standards agreed upon by the State Department 
of Social Welfare. 

8. In the interest of economy, certain services of the 
convalescent homes, such as admission offices and trans- 
portation of patients, might be organized on a cooperative 
basis. 


SUGGESTED CHLORINATION OF JAMAICA AND FLUSHING BAYS 


With the sanitary control of the water and milk supplies 
and the registration and supervision of carriers, the con- 
trol of typhoid fever in this City is well in hand. Many 
cases of the disease in the City are traceable to out-of- 
town sources, and some to bathing in the heavily polluted 





COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH RELATIONS 217 


waters surrounding the City. On account of slow tidal 
action some of the bays, particularly Jamaica and Flush- 
ing, are areas where heavy pollution prevails. In spite of the 
fact that these areas are condemned for the purpose, 
mothers allow their children to bathe there because of the 
absence of undertow. Some people eat the shellfish col- 
lected in these waters. 

The Committee endorsed the recommendation made 
some time ago for the chlorination during the summer 
months of the sewage effluents. In a communication to 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment the Committee 
urged last spring that an early appropriation be made to 
allow the necessary mechanical setup for the treatment of 
the sewage effluents in Jamaica Bay. 


JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 


Several conferences were held with the Presiding Justice 
of the Court of Domestic Relations after submission of 
the report made by the Committee in the preceding year. 
Referring to it the Presiding Justice made the following 


statement in the last Annual Report of the Court: “The 
report (of the Committee on Public Health Relations of 
The New York Academy of Medicine) speaks for itself. 
No comment is necessary. The recommendations have 
made a distinct impression and as far as possible and 
when possible will be adopted.” 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF BIRTH CERTIFICATES 


Prior to 1935 it was the custom of the Department of 
Health to send acknowledgments of the receipt of birth 
certificates to physicians. As a measure of minor economy 
this was discontinued, and subsequently the opinion of 
this Committee was requested as to whether the abandoned 
practice should be restored. Having ascertained that many 
individual physicians and hospitals file the Health Depart- 
ment acknowledgments as proof of reported births, the 
Committee strongly urged the Department to resume the 
former practice. This has not as yet been put into effect 
by the Department. 
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City RESIDENCE BILL 


Repeated efforts by local legislation have been made to 
prevent anyone but a resident of the City from receiving 
appointments in the municipal government service. Al- 
though the Committee is of the opinion that residents 
should have priority over outsiders, it fears that the pro- 
posed limitation might prove harmful in the highly tech- 
nical fields of public health, sanitation and hospital 
administration. A communication to that effect was sent 
to the members of the Board of Estimate and Apportion- 
ment and to the Board of Aldermen in opposition to the 
so-called Lyons Bill. 


Biecs LECTURE 


The 1936 Lecture was delivered by Lord Horder, Con- 
sulting Physician to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, 
on May 7th, and was devoted to the consideration of “The 
Eugenic Outlook in Preventive Medicine.” The Lecture 
was published in full in the July issue of the Academy 
Bulletin. In view of a revival of interest in population 
trends in this country and a new orientation in the eugenic 
field, it may not be amiss to emphasize the thesis developed 
in the Lecture, that “eugenics, in actual fact, if we take 
the long view, and not the short one, is the soundest, and 
by far the most profitable form of preventive medicine.” 
In our public health efforts to control disease and to in- 
crease the individual’s resistance, we have been focusing 
more and more attention on the child, then on the infant, 
and recently on prenatal life. The query posed by Lord 
Horder is, why not go still further back? 


“TLLUSTRIOUS CONTRIBUTORS TO PUBLIC HEALTH” 


Following the selection by the Committee of twenty- 
nine names to be carved on the new building to house the 
Departments of Health, Hospitals and Sanitation, and 
the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, Dr. Charles F. 
Bolduan, Director of the Bureau of Public Health Educa- 
tion of the Department of Health prepared a brief and 
interesting account of the achievements of the men chosen. 
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Through the interest of Mr. Lucious N. Littauer these 
biographies were issued in book form under the name of 
“Illustrious Contributors to Public Health,” and the Com- 
mittee was requested to accept the proceeds from the sale 
of this book. 


THE PRACTICE OF APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY 


With the increasing use of psychometric tests in clinics 
and schools, a great many people have taken up this work. 
Judging by the statements made by the Association of 
Consulting Psychologists, many persons active in this 
field do not possess the required qualifications, and it was 
for this reason that the suggestion was advanced that 
practicing psychologists should be licensed by the State. 
A draft of such a licensing bill was presented to the Com- 
mittee for consideration. The Committee expressed itself 
in sympathy with the efforts to formulate qualifications 
of competency in applied psychology, but discouraged the 
suggested legislation. A simpler and more efficient method 
would be to certify psychologists through a well organized 
board of recognized leaders in this field, similar to the pro- 
cedure used in the medical specialties. The Committee 
pointed out that although physicians are licensed, the cer- 
tification of specialists by the several national boards has 
not been made any easier thereby. The suggestion offered 
by the Committee met with favor on the part of the Asso- 
ciation of Consulting Psychologists. 


LEGISLATION 


Among the numerous bills which were before the Leg- 
islature last vear the Committee took an active interest 
in those which pertained to the conduct of hospitals, the 
length of the working day, the hospital insurance law, 
animal experimentation, preference in promotion of dis- 
abled veterans, Veterans’ Relief administration, quack 
advertisements, sanitary control and inspection of milk, 
the practice of optometry and the amendment to the Mental 
Hygiene Law creating a board of psychiatric examiners. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


There were numerous other matters which received con- 
sideration during the year which can only be listed, such 
for example as the proposed Public Health and Medical 
Museum in connection with the World’s Fair, the serving 
of free milk to children in public schools who come from 
homes on relief, criminal abortions, licensing of foreign 
physicians, the requirements of the venereal disease ser- 
vice at Kingston Avenue Hospital, the care of handicapped 
children, studies on psychosomatic relationships, indus- 
trial hygiene, the applicability of violet-ray transmitting 
glass to schools and child-caring institutions, the employ- 
ability as teachers of persons who have had luetic infec- 
tions, the work of the Board of Statutory Consolidation 
of the City of New York and various matters pertaining to 
the changes in the Sanitary Code of the City. 

JAMES ALEXANDER MILLER, Chairman. 





REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL EDUCATION 


The Committee on Medical Education takes cognizance 
of any or all matters relating to medical education in New 
York City or elsewhere. It maintains a Bureau of Clinical 
Information, the purpose of which is to collect and dis- 
tribute information in regard to the facilities for clinical 
study in New York City. It collects and distributes in- 
formation concerning opportunities for postgraduate 
instruction here and abroad. It is concerned with all 
phases of medical education, that is: undergraduate, lead- 
ing to the degree of doctor of medicine; graduate, includ- 
ing internships, residencies and fellowships ; postgraduate, 
embracing the entire subject of the continued education of 
the doctor ;.and finally, education of the laity in medical 
matters, in cooperation with the Medical Information 
Bureau. 
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A consideration of the subject of undergraduate medical 
education by this Committee is not pressing. The facul- 
ties of the medical schools are cognizant of certain short- 
comings in the curriculum and of modern tendencies in 
education, and will change their courses as seems best. 
Nevertheless, the Committee is keenly interested in the 
subject and is willing to offer helpful suggestions when 
indicated. 

The question of internships and residencies is at present 
being studied by the New York Committee on the Study 
of Hospital Internships and Residencies, as the result of 
investigation and recommendation of this Committee. The 
survey being made by this Committee of all the Municipal 
and Voluntary Hospitals of the Greater City will no doubt 
furnish information on the basis of which far-reaching 
improvements in this phase of medical education will be 
recommended. The Academy and the Committee on Medi- 
cal Education are well represented on the New York 
Committee. This undertaking has been made possible by 


a generous grant from the Commonwealth Fund. 


The third phase of Medical Education is that related to 
the continued education of the Doctor, that is, his contin- 
ued education from the time he enters practice. It is one of 
the major functions of this Committee to convey such 
medical information to the profession as will be helpful 
in this, and to aid physicians in reaching educational 
institutions and clinics for practical instruction. The 
problem of postgraduate medical education presents vary- 
ing, often complex, questions which are due largely to the 
economic difficulties involved. Physicians realize that 
their education must be constantly supplemented and they 
try to do this with the means at their command. It is 
apparent that the physicians in the city have great advan- 
tages over those in the country in this respect. Whereas 
the former may supplement their reading of medical litera- 
ture by attending the various lectures given at the Academy 
and hospitals, clinical society meetings, operations in dif- 
ferent hospitals and the many other opportunities the city 
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offers, their confreres in the country often lack these op- 
portunities near at hand. For them daily contacts with 
institutions of learning, and the stimulating effects these 
produce, are rarely possible. But the difference does not 
stop here; it becomes even more apparent when one con- 
siders practical clinical work whether by attendance at 
dispensary clinics or refresher and specialistic courses. 
Whereas the physicians of the city and the metropolitan 
area may continue their practice while taking short courses, 
out of town men have to discontinue their practice for this 
period. This imposes a serious economic handicap on 
them. They have to try to get the information they seek 
in compressed form, and in as short a time as possible. 
It is this demand which has been responsible for the estab- 
lishment of postgraduate schools and short courses in 
other institutions. They fill a need in making it possible 
for men to supplement their knowledge of subjects in 
which they feel weak, in improving their diagnostic or 
technical skill and, for specialists, in familiarizing them 
with recent advances in their specialty. The Committee 
on Medical Education conceives its mission in this field 
to include a survey of available facilities for postgraduate 
instruction for the purpose of discovering deficiencies and 
securing the cooperation of existing hospital, university 
or other training agencies in filling observed gaps. 


The Committee on Medical Education, through member- 
ship in a joint committee cooperates with the Medical In- 
formation Bureau of the Academy in presenting a series of 
lectures addressed to the laity on the art and romance of 
medicine. The program for the 1936-37 season consists of 
a lecture on one evening each month from October to May 
by a distinguished medical man. The public is invited to 
these lectures which are generally popular and well 
attended. 


In performing its several functions relating to Medical 
Education, the Committee on Medical Education maintains 
a number of subcommittees drawn chiefly from its own 
membership. 
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The Subcommittee on Postgraduate Courses views the 
entire field of postgraduate medical instruction in New 
York City for the purpose of discovering its adequacy in 
quantity as well as quality, and for the further purpose 
of encouraging the establishment of new courses when need 
for them is apparent. The facilities for this training 
offered by the several universities are accepted without 
further study, and are listed for recommendation to stu- 
dents. Postgraduate courses, other than those sponsored 
by the universities, are not listed for endorsement unless 
they subject themselves to inspection by the Committee, 
and upon inspection are found adequate. During the past 
year the Committee realized that their was a deficiency of 
facilities for postgraduate instruction in obstetrics. A 
special group was designated to study this problem. It is be- 
lieved that this study may result in a material improvement 
in this special field in the near future. 

The Subcommittee on the Bureau of Clinical Informa- 
tion supervises the work of this bureau which collects and 


gives out information regarding the current medical activi- 
ties of the city, and of postgraduate medical courses offered 
in New York and other cities and publishes: 


1. A daily operative Bulletin. 

2. A list of approved non-operative clinics, conferences 
and ward rounds. 

3. A synopsis of approved postgraduate courses offered 
in New York City. 


The Subcommittee on Programs arranges programs for 
the Stated Meetings of the Academy which are held twice 
monthly from October to May, and at times for other meet- 
ings. It also cooperates with the Sections in planning 
their scientific programs. During the past eight years an 
arrangement between the Academy of Medicine and the 
Harvey Society has been in operation whereby the Harvey 
Society conducts a scientific program for the second 
Stated Meeting of each month. At the first Stated Meeting 
of the year, which was the Annual Meeting, besides the 
presentation of the annual reports, there were papers on 
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the history of organized medicine, and the relation of the 
Academy to the public and to the profession. The program 
for the Stated Meeting of February was arranged in co- 
operation with the Section of Surgery, that of March was 
arranged in cooperation with the Section of Historical 
and Cultural Medicine. In April, the program was devoted 
to a study of the diseases amenable to splenectomy. In 
May, the Biggs Lecture was delivered by the Right Honor- 
able Lord Horder on the subject “Eugenics as a Form of 
Preventive Medicine.” 


The Subcommittee on Friday Afternoon Lectures 
arranges for a program of twenty Friday Afternoon Lec- 
tures each year. These lectures are designed for the general 
practitioner. The speakers are chosen with great care so 
as to ensure authoritative as well as interesting presenta- 
tions. They seek to present recent advances in the sub- 
ject and to be essentially practical. They are uniformly 
well attended by the physicians of New York City and 
vicinity and are, we believe, highly appreciated by the 
profession generally. 

The Committee on the Annual Fortnight arranges the 
Annual Graduate Fortnight, which was instituted in 1927 
at the suggestion of Dr. Ludwig Kast and has since been 
successfully held every autumn. Its purpose is to present 
a symposium on a selected subject by clinical demonstra- 
tions, addresses and exhibits during a two week period. 
Distinguished exponents of various phases of the subject 
of the Fortnight are procured both for lectures and demon- 
strations. The medical profession, the County Society, 
the universities, postgraduate schools and the hospitals 
of New York City contribute from the rich clinical and 
teaching resources of this great city to make these Fort- 
nights valuable and memorable events. 


The Ninth Annual Graduate Fortnight was held from 
October 19 to October 31. The subject was “Trauma; Oc- 
cupational Diseases and Hazards.” In addition to the 
addresses each evening at the Academy, and an excellent 
exhibit, clinics were conducted at twenty-two hospitals. 
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Although two-thirds of the registrants were from Greater 
New York, seventeen States and two foreign countries were 
represented. The hospitals, to which the Academy takes 
this opportunity to express its appreciation for their par- 
ticipation in the clinical presentations in this year’s Fort- 
night, are: 


Beekman Street Morrisania 
Bellevue Mount Sinai 
Beth Israel New York 
Fordham Polyclinic 
French Post-Graduate 
Gouverneur Presbyterian 
Harlem Reconstruction 
Joint Diseases Roosevelt 
Knickerbocker Ruptured & Crippled 
Lenox Hill St. Luke’s 
Lincoln St. Vincent’s 


The Surgeons General of the Army, Navy and the Public 
Health Service as well as many large industrial organiza- 
tions contributed important exhibits. 


During the year there have been also Subcommittees on 
Nursing Education, on Lectures on Heart Disease, on 
Courses in Syphilis, and on the Bowen Scholarship. The 
first of these was appointed to study certain problems 
presented by the New York League for Nursing Education 
and is still engaged in seeking a solution of this complex 
matter. The Subcommittee on Lectures on Heart Disease 
in conjunction with the New York Heart Association 
arranged a course of lectures at the Academy and at dif- 
ferent hospitals on this subject which has proven most 
successful. At the request of the Commissioner of Health 
of New York City a group was appointed to arrange a 
series of afternoon lectures at the Academy and also a 
number of hospital demonstrations on the modern diagno- 
sis and treatment of syphilis. This course is projected for 
the winter of 1937. 





226 BULLETIN of THE NEW YORK ACADEMY of MEDICINE 


At the close of this year’s activities, Dr. Frederick P. 
Reynolds who served as Secretary of this Committee for 
more than twelve years retired. During this long period 
of distinguished service Dr. Reynolds contributed beyond 
measure to the Committee’s accomplishment. The Resolu- 
tions of the Council testifying to the value of Dr. Reynolds’ 
accomplishment will be found elsewhere in the report. Dr. 
Mahlon Ashford has been selected as Executive Secretary 
for this Committee as Dr. Reynolds’ successor. 


CaRL EceGrrs, Chairman. 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SECTIONS 


The average attendance at Section meetings during the 
year and the attendance during the two previous years are 


shown in the following table: 
1934 1935 


Section of Dermatology and Syphilology 106 104 119 
ere rr rere 108 109 110 
Section of Neurology and Psychiatry 248 183 179 
Section of Pediatrics.... 227 191 169 
Section of Ophthalmology 171 180 158 
Section of Medicine 142 209 
Section of Genito-Urinary Surgery lll 114 86 
Section of Orthopedic Surgery 142 162 137 
Section of Obstetrics and Gynecology................. 128 178 173 
Section of Historical and Cultural Medicine 73 85 92 
Section of Otolaryngology 168 169 127 


The Committee on Sections, which is composed of the 
Chairmen of the Scientific Sections of the Academy with 
one of the Vice-Presidents as its Chairman, has assisted 
the Sections and their Advisory Committees in planning 
programs and in carrying on certain other Section 


activities. 
Wa tter L. NILES, Chairman. 





MEDICAL INFORMATION BUREAU 


REPORT OF THE 
MEDICAL INFORMATION BUREAU 


The Medical Information Bureau was organized in 1928. 
In warrant of its creation it was affirmed that “The recent 
and phenomenal progress of modern medicine, and par- 
ticularly of preventive medicine, necessitates the develop- 
ment of a direct, and intimate channel of communication 
between the practitioner and the community. This is 
essential, not only that the public may learn to take advan- 
tage of the constant advances of modern medicine, but to 
the end that it may be protected against the hordes of 
charlatans, quacks and misguided zealots who, strange to 
say, thrive more than ever in this day of presumptive 
enlightenment.” 


The objectives of the Bureau were therefore defined as 
follows: 


To facilitate the dissemination of authentic information 
on medical and public health matters; to stem and curtail 
quackery and to promote better understanding between 
the public and organized medicine. 


Originally it was thought that the press and the radio 
would be the principal clients of the Bureau, and indeed 
during the first years of its operation most of the inquiries 
emanated from these two agencies. With time, however, 
other groups began to utilize the services of the Bureau, 
so that, for example, though during the eight years of its 
operation, the press inquiries have increased five-fold, in 
1936, the number of inquiries received from physicians 
slightly outnumbered those received from the press. 


The combined inquiries received from the press and from 
physicians do not, however, amount to more than 43 per 
cent of the total; the rest emanated from private individ- 
uals, from commercial organizations, and voluntary health 


groups. 
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During the calendar year of 1936 the Medical Informa- 
tion Bureau received and handled 5,691 inquiries. This 
number represents an increase of 33 per cent over that 
of 1935. 

The inquiries emanated from the following groups: 

32.5 per cent (1865) from private individuals 

19. “ “ (1072) from physicians 

19. “ “ (1069) from the press 

16. “ “ (910) from miscellaneous sources 

13.5 “ “ (785) from commercial organizations 

It may properly be asked, what is an inquiry? Basic- 
ally, it is an accounting term applied in keeping records. 
But in fact, inquiries vary immeasurably. Some are 
trivial, others are of major significance and worth. It is 
not feasible to catalogue the various inquiries which the 
Bureau receives, but they may be grouped under several 
headings as follows: 


Checking on News 

The newspapers use the Bureau to check on the authen- 
ticity, and to help evaluate the “news element” of medical 
items. In this way the Bureau is frequently able to render 
service of inestimable worth in protecting the public, and 
also the medical profession, against exploitation by quacks 
and misguided zealots. Of necessity this service is not 
always evident to those who benefit thereby, save of course, 
the newspapers. At times some medical news item, though 
in error, has too large an element of news in it to be com- 
pletely rejected. In such instances the press not infre- 
quently attaches riders or sub-heads, giving the critical 
judgment of the Academy and thereby reduces the poten- 
tial harm of the item. In this wise numerous remedies and 
cures for cancer, arthritis, glaucoma, hemophilia, and 
other diseases have been cautiously reported in the press. 


Medical Features 

The cosmopolitan newspapers, as well as the news- 
paper syndicates, are not merely gatherers and dissemina- 
tors of news but also educators of a sort. Through their 
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“feature” pages, and “by line” or signed articles they at- 
tempt to keep their readers abreast of developments in 
various fields of cultural and scientific endeavor. In recent 
years a corps of so-called science writers has been developed 
and these have formed a national organization. As would 
be expected, medicine in its various phases is a subject 
frequently dealt with by these writers, and the Bureau is 
increasingly called on for assistance. Such inquiries differ 
radically from those of a spot news nature. The inquirer 
not infrequently comes with little more than paper and 
pencil, and reportorial zeal. The help given him must 
therefore begin from scratch, answering such questions as 
what is new, or noteworthy in medical development; what 
is its significance ; where is the essential information avail- 
able; what medical expert can and will discuss the subject 
with the writer; what, if any, illustrations are available, 
etc., etc.? The assistance given these feature writers is then 
rounded out by a review of the copy previous to its publica- 
tion, by the consultant of the Bureau to whom they were 
referred and by the secretary. 


The Periodicals 

The weekly and monthly magazine publications also 
make use of the Bureau’s facilities. As they carry little 
spot news, most of their inquiries concern feature stories. 
An appreciable number of these inquiries are in the nature 
of requests to review articles submitted to them by lay 
writers or medical authors. In this way again the Bureau 
is able to protect the public against false and misleading 
counsel on medical matters. 


Free Lance Inquiries 

There is a large body of free lance writers devoting them- 
selves to medical subjects. These are skilled popularizers, 
keen to grasp and quick to exploit the social aspects of 
medical problems. These writers are as likely to go off 
on the wrong as on the right tangent. Yet with but few 
exceptions they are eager to be accurate and constructive. 
They consequently accept guidance and help with gracious 
thankfulness. The Bureau has served a number of these 
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writers during the year, and the inquiries received from 
such writers have continuously mounted. 


It is to be noted that the names of the Bureau’s consult- 
ants practically never appear in these articles, while those 
of the Bureau, and of the Academy, are mentioned only 
when permission is granted. Much of this work therefore 
is carried on “behind the scenes”. 


Commercial Advertisements 


The Bureau serves the newspapers, magazines, and radio 
stations of New York City in reviewing advertisements 
offered to them for publication. The Bureau of course does 
not exercise the functions of a censor, but its advice is 
usually accepted and acted upon by those consulting it. 
In this connection the Bureau also serves the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau and the Federal Trade Commission, in secur- 
ing expert medical judgment concerning patented remedies 
and the like. During the year the Bureau has arranged to 
have several of its consultants serve as expert witnesses 
at Federal Trade Commission hearings, notably in 
connection with nostrums sold to the public for the cure 
of deafness, rheumatic fever, and weight reduction. 


Interpreting the Activities of the Academy to the Public 


No small part of the Bureau’s activity is devoted to 
acquainting the public (medical included) with the activi- 
ties of the Academy. This service takes the form of releases 
to the press. The releases may be in the shape of program 
announcements, though more frequently they are abstracts 
or digests of addresses delivered at the Academy. In this 
manner public notice was given during 1936 to the Biggs 
Memorial Lecture, by Lord Horder; the Graduate Fort- 
night addresses, by Doctors Pool, Sigerist, Moorhead, F. 
Kennedy, Gibson, Joslin, R. Kennedy, Strauss, Stookey, 
Fay, White and Judge Steinbrink; the 90th Anniversary 
Discourse by Dr. James G. Rogers ; the address of the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Pool, at the Annual Meeting of the Academy, on 
“The Relations of the Academy to the Public and the Pro- 
fession”; the Inaugural Address of the President of the 
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Medical Society of the County of New York; the three 
Thomas W. Salmon Memorial Lectures, by Dr. Samuel T. 
Orton, and others. All told 40 releases were issued dur- 
ing 1936. A number of these were devoted to the activities 
of the Sections of the Academy, of the Public Health Rela- 
tions Committee, of the Committee on Medical Education, 
and of the Medical Society of the County of New York. 

Most of these releases were published in the press, and a 
number of them were printed in various professional 
periodicals. 


The Education of the Public 

The education of the public is the basic motive of the 
Medical Information Bureau, and it is furthered by indi- 
rection in the above described activities. However, the 
Bureau in addition conducts several more direct educa- 
tional services. These are radio talks, a daily news column, 
and Lectures to the Laity. During 1936, the Bureau sched- 
uled and arranged for the delivery of 404 radio talks. 
These were delivered over 11 radio stations. Included in 
this number are 52 weekly talks given by Fellows of the 
Academy on what is known as the Academy Hour broadcast 
from WABC on a nation-wide chain of radio stations. The 
response to the Academy talks has been gratifying. Dur- 
ing 1936, 5285 letters were received from radio listeners, 
requesting copies of the talks. 

In the scheduling of the 404 radio talks the Bureau 
received excellent cooperation from the New York Tuber- 
culosis and Health Association. Fifty-two voluntary and 
official health organizations participated in the delivery 
of the radio talks. 


Daily Health Column 

During 1936 the Bureau prepared and issued through the 
Associated Press 300 daily health articles. Since January 
1, 1930, the Secretary of the Bureau has composed one 
article daily for every weekday in the year on some medical 
topic of interest to the lay public. These articles are syndi- 
cated by the Associated Press and are published by some 
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two hundred newspapers throughout the country, whose 
reading public is estimated at ten million. 


Lectures to the Laity 

This series of monthly lectures to the public was initiated 
in 1935 and has been conducted, since, through 1936. The 
purpose of these lectures, has been aptly defined by Dr. 
Pool in these words, “Until recently the public knew little 
about the physiologic basis of their lives and bodies. Pre- 
scriptions being written in Latin, they did not even know 
what they were taking when they were indisposed. This 
quasi-secrecy is not in keeping with modern trends. It 
is appropriate therefore, that we should ‘let down the bars’ 
and enable the public to see clearly the workings of the 
medical and scientific mind. A more cordial and confident 
spirit will thus be engendered.” 


The lecturers delivering these addresses during 1936 
included Doctors Harlow Brooks, Benjamin P. Watson, 
Foster Kennedy, Elmer V. McCollum, George Draper, 
Smith Ely Jelliffe, Francis G. Benedict and Charles R. 
Stockard. The public attended these lectures in large num- 
bers, filling all of Hosack Hall in practically every instance. 
The public’s interest in these lectures is further attested 
to in their publication by D. Appleton-Century Company, 
and in the favorable reviews accorded them in the public 
and professional press. 


The lectures are under the supervision of a special com- 
mittee in the membership of which is represented the 
Committee on Medical Education. 


Acknowledgment should here be made of the contribu- 
tion of $200.00 generously made by Dr. Orrin Sage 
Wightman, to help defray the expenses of the Lectures 
to the Laity. 


Cooperation of the Bureau with Other Medical and Vol- 
untary Health Organizations 


In a variety of ways the Bureau is called on to cooperate 
with various medical and voluntary health organizations, 
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principally in the promotion of their educational activi- 
ties. During 1936 such cooperation was given to the 
National Tuberculosis Association, American Nurses Asso- 
ciation, American Public Health Association, American 
Society for the Control of Cancer, New York Heart Asso- 
ciation, New York Diabetes Association, New York League 
for the Hard of Hearing, and others. 


During the Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of 
the State of New York, the Bureau cooperated in publiciz- 
ing the programs and had full charge of the radio program 
arrangements. As a part of this activity, the Bureau ar- 
ranged for 29 radio addresses, and for the first time, suc- 
ceeded in having 9 addresses “picked up” from the meeting 
hall of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. This program was of 
two hours duration, in which three stations, namely, 
WEAF, WOR and WEVD participated. 


Cooperation with the Medical Society of the County of 
New York 


Throughout the year the Medical Information Bureau 
served the Medical Society of the County of New York in 
presenting its activities to the public. 


The Medical Information Bureau would hardly be able 
to render the above enumerated services were it not for 
the excellent cooperation received from the officers of the 
Academy and the secretaries and membership of the other 
committees and of the different Sections of the Academy. 
The Bureau also draws heavily upon the Fellowship of 
the Academy and the 101 consultants to the Bureau. 


JOHN J. MOORHEAD, Chairman. 
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REPORT OF OFFICES AND MEETINGS 
AT THE ACADEMY 


During the year the following organizations have main- 
tained their offices in the Academy building: 


American Otological Society, Inc. 

American Psychiatric Association 

Committee on Emotions and Health 

Committee on Religion and Medicine 

First District Dental Society 

Medical Society of the County of New York 

Medical Society of the County of New York, Workmens’ Compensation 
Bureau 

Medical Society of the State of New York 

Medical Society of the State of New York, Public Relations Bureau 

National Committee on Maternal Health, Inc. 

New York Physicians’ Mutual Aid Association 

New York Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men 


Meetings have been held in the Academy building by 
the following organizations: 


American Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology 
American College of Surgeons, New York Credentials Committee 
American Hungarian Medical Association 

American Otological Society, Inc., Central Bureau of Research 
American Otological Society, Inc., Committee on Meningitis 
American Society for Anesthetists 

American Society of Regional Anesthesia 

American Society for the Study of Arthritis 

American Surgical Association, New York Members 
Association of Italian Physicians in America 

Biological Photographic Association, New York Chapter 
First District Dental Society, General and Sections 

German Medical Society 

International College of Surgeons 

Jewish Memorial Hospital 

Medical Association of the Greater City of New York 

Medical Society of the County of New York, General and Committees 
Medical Society of the State of New York, General 

Midtown Dental Society 

Milbank Memorial Fund, Conferences 

National Committee on Maternal Health, Inc. 

National Society for the Advancement of Gastro-Enterology 
New York Cardiological Society 
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New York Diabetes Association 

New York Endocrinological Society 

New York Heart Association, Heart Committee of the New York Tuber- 
culosis and Health Association 

New York Institute of Clinical Oral Pathology 

New York Neurological Society 

New York Society for Anesthetists 

New York Society for Clinical Psychiatry 

New York Society of Graduates in Medical Gymnastics and Massage 

New York Society for Thoracic Surgery 

New York Surgical Society 

North Atlantic District of the American Association of Medical Social 
Workers 

Pan American Medical Association, New York Chapter 

Society of Medical Jurisprudence 

Society for the Prevention of Asphyxial Death 

Society for Psychotherapy and Psychopathology 

Speedwell Society 


Accommodations, free of charge, have been granted 
during the year to: 


Bellevue Staff 
Biological Photographic Association, New York Chapter, Exhibit 


Department of Health, Examination of Epidemiologists 

Department of Hospitals, New York City, Advisory Council 

Emergency Relief Bureau, Medical and Nursing Service 

Fracture Committee 

Harvey Society 

Manhattan State Hospital, Medical Board of Visitors 

Medical Society of the County of New York, Workmens’ Compensation 
Bureau 

National Conference on Nomenclature of Diseases 

New York Committee on the Study of Hospital Internships and 
Residencies 

New York Pathological Society 

New York Physicians Art Exhibit 

New York Roentgen Society 

New York Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine 

New York State Board of Medical Examiners, Grievance Committee 

Thomas W. Salmon Committee on Psychiatry and Mental Hygiene 

Thomas W. Salmon Memorial Lecture 


MEMORIAL MEETINGS 


Dr. Harlow Brooks Dr. Max Rosenthal 
Dr. Frankwood E. Williams 
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CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP ROSTER* 
HonorARY FELLOWS ELECTED IN 1936 


Abbott, Maude E.—B.A., M.D., C.M., LL.D., Montreal. 

Cannon, Walter Bradford—A.B., A.M., M.D., Se.D., LL.D., 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Darier, Jean—D.M., Paris. 

Kennaway, Ernest Laurence—M.A., M.D., D.Sc., F.R.S., 
London. 


Meyer, Hans Horst—M.D., Se.D., LL.D., Vienna. 
Horder of Ashford, First Baron—Bt. of Shaston, K.C.V.O., 
Kt., B.Se., M.D., Hon. D.C.L., F.R.C.P., London. 


RESIDENT MEMBERS ELECTED IN 1936 


Aebli, Rudolph Glueck, Bernard 
Amendola, Frederick H. Goldman, Joseph L. 
Barrett, Ralph L. Good, Charles Kemm 
Bickley, Robert 8. Greenburg, Leonard 


Boone, William H. Guy, Loren P. 
Boyes, Truman L. Hoffman, William J. 
Brown, Norton Sager Howley, Thomas F. 
Castroviejo, Ramon Jacobson, Sheldon A. 
Conway, J. Herbert Kenyon, Herbert R. 
Cope, Otis Merriam Klein, Samuel H. 
Corr, Joseph E. Knopf, Olga 
Curran, Frank J. Lawler, John A., Jr. 
Dealy, Frank N. Levine, Philip 
Duhigg, Thomas F. McCombs, A. Parks 
Eckerson, Edwin B. McLellan, Allister M. 
Epstein, Emanuel Z. Macnie, John P. 
Feigin, Samuel Marchetti, Andrew A. 
Fink, Ira Marrazzi, Amedeo 8S. 
Freid, Jacob R. Metcalf, Kenneth M. 
Friedson, Morris Muller, Ernst F. 
Furman, Martin A. Murphy, Arthur J. 
Glenn, Frank Murray, Peter M. 
*Complete Roster appeared in the Annual Report for 1935 and will 
be published again in approximately three years. 
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Payne, Brittain F. 
Pfeiffer, Raymond L. 
Plummer, Norman 
Preston, Robert L. 
Rovenstine, Emery A. 
Siegel, Morris 

Sloane, David 

Sobel, Nathan 
Somach, Irving 


Thomson, Annis E. 
Tjomsland, Anna 
Tusak, Ervin A. 
Warburg, Bettina 
Wechsler, Harry F. 
Werne, Jacob 
Wershub, Leonard P. 
Wheeler, Maynard C. 
Wilke, Frederick H. 


Wilson, Leo 
Wittels, Fritz 
Wolff, Harold G. 
Young, James L. R. 


Sophian, Lawrence H. 
Spier, Lester C. 
Standard, Samuel 
Stump, John P. 
Tamis, Abraham B. 


NON-RESIDENT MEMBERS ELECTED IN 1936 


Allen, Raymond B., Detroit 

Davison, Chester O., Poughkeepsie 
Dworetzky, Julius P., Liberty, N. Y. 
English, Samuel B., Glen Gardner, N. J. 


Jacobsen, Victor C., Troy 

Romberg, George H., White Plains 

Vickers, James L., Greenwich 

von Zelinski, Walter F., San Juan, Puerto Rico 

TRANSFERRED FROM RESIDENT TO NON-RESIDENT 

Frisch, Irving A., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Klenke, Dorothy A., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Lipsett, Philip J., Oakland, Cal. 

Riesenfeld, Edwin A., Beverly Hills, Cal. 

Robinson, G. Canby, Baltimore, Md. 

Wollstein, Martha, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
RESIGNATIONS IN 1936 

Moffat, Barclay W. 


Rawls, Reginald M. 
Rabinowitz, Mever R. 


Gaudiani, Vincent A. 
Graham, John R. 
Jessup, David 8S. D. 
Leo, Johanna B. Shailer, Sumner 
Leshin, H. R. Storey, Thomas A. 
and 1 Associate Fellow, John A. Northrop 
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FELLOWSHIP DISCONTINUED 


Finke, George W. 
Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingerman, Sergius M. 
Lyons, Morris A. 


Parsonnet, Aaron E. 
Reynolds, Harry 8. 
Sammis, Jesse F. 
Sutherland, Fred. B. 


OBITUARY, 1936 


James I. Ackerman 
Moses H. Aronson 

Sir Charles A. Ballance* 
Robert Barany* 

J. Finley Bell 

Stanley R. Benedict** 
Warren 8S. Bickham 
John W. Brannan 
Harlow Brooks 

John Cohen 

William B. Coley 
Theodore W. Corwin 
C. Burns Craig 
William B. De Garmo 
Edward B. Dench 
Daniel S. Dougherty 
Arthur B. Duel 
Caroline 8S. Finley 
Max. Greenwald 
rank R. Herriman 
De Ruyter Howland 
Josef Jadassohn* 
Sylvester R. Leahy 
Francis S. Mathews 
Lewis Rutherford Morris 
Abraham Moss 


* Honorary Fellow 


** Associate Fellow 


Lord Berkeley Moynihan* 
Carl E. Munger 

Geza Nemet 

Frank R. Oastler 

Ivan Pavlov* 

Francis J. Quinlan 
Edward Quintard 
Walter E. Rahte 

John M. Randolph 
Reginald M. Rawls 
Martin Rehling 
Edward J. Riley 

Mever R. Robinson 
William J. Robinson 
Max Rosenthal 

Marcus A. Rothschild 
Edward C. Rushmore 
Samuel William Schapira 
Edwin 8S. Steese 

Arthur Stern 

Edgar Sydenstricker** 
Martin J. Synnott 
Henry H. Tyson 
Thomas H. Willard 
Frankwood E. Williams 





NOTES 


NOTES 
HOSACK BED FOR SICK AND NEEDY PHYSICIANS 


Attention is directed to the following extract from the 
will of Mrs. Celine B. Hosack: 


“T do give and bequeath unto my executors, hereinafter 
named, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars, in trust to apply 
and pay the same (or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary) to The Roosevelt Hospital in the City of New York, 
to purchase a bed which, in memory of my husband, shall 
be known as the Hosack Bed, and which shall be occupied 
from time to time by such sick and needy physicians as 
may for that purpose be named or designated by the Presi- 
dent and Treasurer for the time being of The New York 
Academy of Medicine.” 


DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY FUNDS 


Donations and bequests are solicited by The New York 


Academy of Medicine for the maintenance and expansion 
of the Library. 


A donation or bequest of $5,000 or more will provide for 
a special library fund, the income of which may be used 
for the general purposes of the Library or restricted to the 
purchases of books and periodicals, as the donor or testator 
may indicate. 


FORM OF BEQUESTS 


The following is a brief legal form as a suggestion under 
which bequests may be made in behalf of the Academy: 

I give, devise and bequeath unto “The New York Acad- 
emy of Medicine” of the City of New York, State of New 
York a corporation duly incorporated by the Legislature 
of the State of New York by an act entitled, “An Act to 
Incorporate The New York Academy of Medicine,” passed 
June 23, 1851, and amended June 4, 1853, June 2, 1877, 
April 25, 1924, and March 24, 1930. 
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